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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, From 25th 
to 30th  November 2019. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 16th November, 
2019 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/8_14092019_DSSP%20Program%20bro-
chure.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 15th  November, 2019. 

Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised in the 
of  2019 which date will be announced very soon.
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Indian News 

Why is commercial dairy farming losing sheen in Punjab 
Oct 31, 2019 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/why-is-commercial-dairy-farming-losing-sheen-in-punjab/854227.html 

 

ommercial dairy farming, which used to 

be most sought-after mode of farming 

by young and educated farmers in Pun-

jab till 2016, is losing sheen these days. The 

growth has been marred by high input costs, di-

minishing returns and lack of mechanisation. 

Progressive dairy farmers said many farms 

closed operations in the past three years as 

they didn’t find it a viable proposition anymore.  

According to Punjab Dairy Development Board 

(PDDB), the number of such farms is stagnant at 

10,000 for the past three years.  

According to experts, farmers of Punjab have 

worked hard in the dairy development. How-

ever, their produce is not fetching adequate 

price, thus making dairy farming a non-lucrative 

business. 

“In the past three years, the input cost has risen 

significantly. However, the farmers were not 

paid accordingly. There was a marginal increase 

in procurement price of milk as compared to in-

creased cost of feed, putting a strain on their vi-

ability. For example, farmers were getting Rs 

530 per kg fat in March 2016 and Rs 580 in 

March 2017. In March 2018, it was Rs 540 and 

Rs 560 in March 2019,” said Inderjit Singh, Di-

rector, Punjab Dairy Development Board. Cur-

rently, farmers are getting Rs 650 per kg fat. 

Commercial dairy farming contributes 25% to 

the total milk produced in the state. The aver-

age daily milk production in the state is around 

360 lakh litres. Out of the total milk produced in 

rural and semi-urban areas, 190 lakh litres is 

marketable surplus. Of this surplus, around half 

of the milk sold is handled by the organised sec-

tor, comprising dairy cooperatives such as Milk-

fed’s Verka and private dairy companies and the 

rest by the unorganised sector such as milk ven-

dors and sweet shops. 

According to Singh, the commercial dairy farm-

ing is viable only if a farmer has more than 20 

animals. The farms having less than 10 animals 

are unviable. 

Echoing similar sentiments, Daljit Singh, presi-

dent, Progressive Dairy Farmers Association, 

said: “There are around 4,000 commercial dairy 

farms run by progressive dairy farmers, with 

each farm having animals ranging between 25 

and 500. In the past two years, around 40% 

farmers of the total commercial dairy farms 

have either shut their operations or on the 

verge of closure due to high input costs and di-

minishing returns.” 

“Last year we were getting Rs 25-Rs 26 per litre 

compared to input cost of Rs 28 per litre but the 

price of maize has risen significantly. As a result, 

many of the farmers found it unviable to sustain 

and closed operations,” he added. 

Inderjit Singh said there is a need to set up price 

stabilisation fund to compensate farmers in 

case of loss. 

C 
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Secondly, farmers believe dairy farming is la-

bourious and not much mechanisation has been 

explored in this sector. As a result, the younger 

generation is not willing to venture into dairy 

farming and prefer migrating to other countries. 

 

Kerala CM’s home constituency to host global dairy village 
October 30, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/kerala-cms-home-constituency-to-host-global-dairy-vil-

lage/article29830413.ece 

erala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s 

home constituency, Dharmadom, is all 

set to be the southern state’s dairy 

hub, thanks to an integrated development pro-

ject envisaged by the Left government. 

Vengad village panchayat in Dharmadom As-

sembly constituency, located in Kannur district, 

will soon have a “global dairy village” and its 

preliminary procedures are getting completed, 

state Minister for Dairy Development and Ani-

mal Husbandry K Raju informed the Assembly 

on Wednesday. 

The global dairy village, an integrated dairy de-

velopment project, is a major initiative of the 

state to attain self-sufficiency in milk produc-

tion. Dairy units and plants, food processing 

plant and the conservation and rearing of the 

high-quality indigenous cattle breed would be 

some of the programmes planned under the ini-

tiative, the minister said. 

“We are also planning to set up satellite dairy 

units in the village panchayats of the constitu-

ency including Dharmadom, Pinarayi, Muzhup-

pilangadu, Ancharakkandi and so on besides 

Vengad,” he said during Question hour. Giving 

details about the ambitious project, Raju said 

the ‘dairy village’ envisages to make maximum 

use of the possibilities of indigenous cow 

breeds and the commercial value of its high 

quality milk. 

“Besides milk production, there are also plans 

to produce value-added dairy products using 

modern technology and find them domestic and 

foreign market,” he said. Farm tourism would 

be promoted as part of the dairy village and or-

ganic vegetables would be cultivated with the 

support of local people, the minister added. 

As per the 1996 socio-economic survey of Dhar-

madom, about nine per cent of the households 

owned milching cows while about eight per 

cent own non-milching cows. About seven per 

cent of the households are involved in the rear-

ing of goats and three per cent of them involved 

in the rearing of other animals including ducks. 

 

 

‘41% milk samples collected from state unfit for consumption’ 
Oct 30, 2019 00:16 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/41-milk-samples-collected-from-state-unfit-for-consump-

tion/story-11Ta8Z4GGZeYnxPoTLiYSI.html 

f you believe that the milk you are drinking 

is safe, think again. In a nation-wide study 

conducted by the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Authority of India (FSSAI), the apex food 

regulating body found 41% of the milk samples 

collected from Maharashtra were unfit for hu-

man consumption. 
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The study, published by the FSSAI last week, 

also revealed that the samples found from Ma-

harashtra contained residues of antibiotics and 

carcinogenic agent aflatoxin M1. 

To evaluate the quality of milk, FSSAI collected 

6,432 samples from across 1,103 cities across 

the country. In Maharashtra, which produces 

10,402 tonnes of milk each year, the FSSAI col-

lected 678 samples from 98 towns. Out of 

these, 276 were found to be non-compliant 

with respect to quality and safety standards for 

consumption. 

Despite repeated attempts, Dr Yogesh Kamat, 

director (Mumbai regional office), FSSAI, was 

unavailable for a comment. However, Dr 

Krishna Madhukar, deputy director of FSSAI, 

said that she is yet to receive a copy of the re-

port. “I would be able to comment on it after 

getting the report. But on an everyday basis, we 

keep a check on the quality of milk supplied, to 

prevent the consumption of contaminated milk 

among consumers,” he said. 

The survey also revealed that nine samples con-

tained aflatoxin M1 (AFM1), which has been 

known to cause cancer. 

“There are two ways in which this substance 

can contaminate milk. It can either pass into 

milk if the cattle is fed with fodder contami-

nated with aflatoxin, or if the milk produced by 

the cattle develops fungi-producing aflatoxin. 

The latter is quite rare in India and thus makes 

it more important to regulate the fodder given 

to cattle in sheds,” said Dr JC Khanna, director 

of the veterinary hospital in Parel. 

The survey also found that 20 milk samples had 

antibiotics. According to the doctors, this can 

lead to development of antibiotic resistance 

among consumers. 

Doctors are also of the opinion that the cattle 

owners often use antibiotics to suppress infec-

tions in cattle without a proper prescription. “If 

a batch of milk contains antibiotics at a level 

above the tolerance limit of 10µg (mi-

crograms)/litre of milk, then it has potential 

concerns. This could be a cause of acquired an-

tibiotic resistance. When milk contains antibiot-

ics it may lead to antibiotic resistance among 

babies,” said Dr Vikrant Shah, consulting physi-

cian, intensivist and infection disease specialist, 

Zen Multispeciality Hospital Chembur. 

Previously, South Korea-based Konkuk Univer-

sity, in its report titled, ‘Occurrence and analysis 

of aflatoxin M1 in milk produced by Indian dairy 

species’, had also stated about the presence of 

AFM1 in 46.5% of the samples it had collected 

for a study in India. “Most of the developed 

countries have set or proposed legal regulations 

for AFM1 levels in dairy products. Analytical 

methods that combine simplicity, a high detec-

tion sensitivity and a high analytical throughput, 

are required for the effective screening AFM1 in 

food,” the Seoul-based university’s report had 

suggested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activist groups see red over FSSAI’s new guidelines of working with private sector 
29th October 2019 07:48 AM 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2019/oct/29/activist-groups-see-red-over-fssais-new-guidelines-of-

working-with-private-sector-2054059.html 

 

EW DELHI: The Alliance against Conflict 

of Interest — a group of organisations 

and individuals that includes doctors, 

lawyers, women and children's health groups 

and activists — has strongly criticised draft 

guidelines on “working with the private sector” 

by the country’s apex food safety regulator. “It 

sounds more like facilitating the work of the pri-

vate sector to interfere in the public policy-mak-

ing rather than protecting the health and well-

being of the consumers,” said the alliance in a 

statement.  

The body said that the move of a proposed 

partnership with the food industry in regulatory 

planning is a fundamental and institutional con-

flict of interest. FSSAI had issued the guidelines 

earlier for feedback. 

The alliance has, however, stressed that the 

food industry has “no business to be part of im-

plementing nutrition action.” 

“Going by this principle food industry should 

not be sitting on any table that talks about how 

nutrition/food/diet action be implemented,” it 

said criticising the FSSAI for encouraging a cul-

ture of “self-compliance” by food manufactur-

ers, the alliance said that evidence so far shows 

that the strategy has not worked in India.  

Citing a study from 2014, which showed that 

overall nutritional quality of foods marketed to 

children had remained in the poorest category 

and thus posed high risk to contributing to obe-

sity, the alliance said the lack of improvement in 

the nutritional quality of food marketed to kids 

is likely a result of the weak nutritional stand-

ards for defining healthy food. 

 

FDA conducts drive to check adulteration in Pune 
Oct 28,2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/fda-conducts-drive-to-check-adulteration/arti-

cleshow/71787561.cms 

UNE: Officials of the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA) have intensified sur-

veillance to curb cases of food adultera-

tion during Diwali by starting to draw samples 

of mainly milk, milk products and ingredients 

that are used to make Diwali snacks.  

“Our focus is to ensure that food quality is not 

compromised during the festive period when 

miscreants try out different methods to make 

quick money,” said SM Deshmukh, acting joint 

commissioner (food), FDA, Pune. “As part of the 

special drive, raids are being conducted across 

the city to prevent sale of substandard, adulter-

ated and poor-quality food items,” he added. 
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Deshmukh and his team seized a stock of mus-

tard oil worth Rs20 lakh from a wholesaler in 

Marketyard last week. “We have sent the sam-

ples for testing and the report is awaited,” he 

said. 

RCEP will destroy dairy, agri sectors: Congress 
26th October 2019 05:31 AM 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2019/oct/26/rcep-will-destroy-dairy-agri-sectors-congress-

2053061.html 

 

ENGALURU: Top Congress leaders in 

the state have expressed serious con-

cerns over the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP), a free trade 

agreement, and urged the Central Government 

not to sign the agreement that is detrimental to 

the dairy sector and will adversely impact over 

10 crore people depending on it. 

“There will be a countrywide protest against 

such a dangerous agreement and every Con-

gress worker will be part of it to protect our 

farmers,” said Leader of Opposition in the As-

sembly Siddaramaiah. Another former CM and 

senior Congress leader M Veerappa Moily said 

that the FTA would be another jolt after demon-

etization and Goods and Services Tax (GST), that 

was implemented without preparations. 

Moily said that as per the NITI Aayog report in 

2018, milk production in the country will sur-

pass the demand in the coming years and this 

would create an opportunity to export dairy 

products by 2033. 

“In India, many landless agricultural labourers 

are mainly dependent on dairy farming unlike 

New Zealand or Australia or any other European 

model of dairy farming. As India consumes a lot 

of milk and milk products, New Zealand will def-

initely push for FTA with India as it has to export 

93 per cent of its total milk production,” Moily 

stated in a letter to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. 

Currently, foreign firms marketing dairy prod-

ucts can enter India only in collaboration with 

Indian firms. However, once the free trade 

agreement is signed, they can enter Indian mar-

ket directly which will adversely impact milk co-

operatives that are successful now, said Sid-

daramaiah. According to him, around 32,000 

milk cooperatives in the country are run by 

women. 

 

Moily voices concern over import of dairy products, pepper and areca nuts 
Sat, Oct 26 2019 10:22:31 AM 

https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=637884 

engaluru, Oct 26: A day after senior 

Congress leader M Mallikarjuna Kharge 

criticising the Narendra Modi govern-

ment’s decision to allow imports of dairy prod-

ucts, areca nuts and pepper under the proposed 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP), another former Union Minister M 

Veerappa Moily has voiced his serious concern 

over the issue. 

Pointing out that cultivation of areca nuts and 

pepper were important in the coastal and Mal-

nad region while dairy industry flourished all 

B 
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over the State, Moily said the move would 

prove harmful to the domestic growers. 

In a letter to the Prime Minister, the former 

Congress chief minister and union law minister 

said: “I very strongly recommend not permitting 

the import of dairy products, areca nut and 

pepper under any free trade agreement (FTA), 

in the best interest of the farming community of 

the country who are already in severe distress 

owing to unseasonal rains and floods”. 

India is a more labour-oriented country and 

many landless agricultural labourers are mainly 

dependent on dairy farming unlike New Zealand 

or Australia or any other European model of 

dairy farming, Moily said. 

“In the given situation allowing imports of any 

dairy products under FTA/RCEP would not hold 

good to the Indian dairy industry and the entire 

Indian farming community,” the letter said. 

The Congress leader pointed out that milk is the 

highest value crop giving 27% of agricultural in-

come to the farmers which cannot be ignored 

to realize the objective of “doubling the Indian 

Farmers Income by 2022”. 

Moily said: “If we agree for the free trade 

agreement with New Zealand, it will also open 

doors to other countries from the European Un-

ion and the US which will create an “unimagina-

ble” situation in the country.’’ 

The Congress leader said that the Milk pro-

ducer’s income would be reduced by half if we 

take a wrong step of opening up our dairy mar-

ket under RCEP/FTA with any country. 

“Initially, we may procure the dairy products at 

cheaper prices from the above-said countries 

but it will lead to the collapse of Indian Dairy In-

dustry as the dairy activity in the country will 

become unviable to our farmers and entrepre-

neurs," Moily said. 

The Congress leader said Milk producer's in-

come will be reduced by half if we take a wrong 

step of opening up our dairy market under 

RCEP/FTA with any country. 

RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement be-

tween six partners namely People's Republic of 

China (ACFTA), Republic of Korea (AKFTA), Ja-

pan (The Congress leader said that the Milk pro-

ducer's income will be reduced by half if we 

take a wrong step of opening up our dairy mar-

ket under RCEP/FTA with any country, including 

(JCEP), India (AIFTA) and Australia and New Zea-

land (AANZFTA). 

The RCEP negotiations were launched by lead-

ers from 10 ASEAN member states (Brunei Da-

russalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Ma-

laysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand and Vietnam) and 6 ASEAN FTA part-

ners (Australia, People's Republic of China, In-

dia, Japan, Republic of Korea and New Zealand). 

India has raised concerns regarding market ac-

cess and other issues leading to an imbalance of 

trade between some of the partner countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another dairy found selling adulterated ghee 
Oct 26, 2019, 8:13 AM (IST) 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/another-dairy-found-selling-adulterated-ghee/852561.html 

 

he Tandarust Punjab Mission seems to 

have fallen flat in the home district of 

Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh 

because samples of another dairy failed the 

quality test, revealed the lab report. 

District Health Department had collected sam-

ples from Sharma Dairy, in Samana town of the 

district, in the first week of October, and sam-

ples, consequently, were sent to the state food 

testing laboratory in Kharar. All samples failed 

the quality test by the lab. 

The lab report revealed that desi ghee was 

manufactured using foreign fat. Besides, a milk 

sample was declared substandard after it was 

found containing sucrose, which can’t be a part 

of natural milk. Likewise, paneer of the said di-

ary was also declared substandard. The report 

said paneer had a fat content of 35 per cent 

against the minimum prescribed 50 per cent fat 

content. 

Meanwhile, District Health Officer (DHO) said 

desi ghee had foreign fat which was prohibited 

under the FSSAI rules. DHO Satinder said, “Ghee 

can have only milk fat and no other type of fat 

which will be termed as an adulterant.”  Major-

ity of the samples of milk and milk products col-

lected by the Health Department have, already, 

failed the quality test. Health experts appre-

hended that the majority of milk dairies in the 

district were indulging in the banned practise of 

adulteration. 

Notably, earlier reports of the other milk dairies 

raided by the Health Department had also re-

vealed that palm oil was used to manufacture 

desi ghee and cottonseed oil was used to manu-

facture paneer. 

 

Moily asks PM to not import of dairy products, pepper under Free Trade Agreement 
Oct 25, 2019, 4:13 pm IST 

http://www.asianage.com/india/politics/251019/moily-asks-pm-to-not-import-of-dairy-products-pepper-under-

free-trade-agreement.html 

ew Delhi: Former union minister 

Veerappa Moily has written a letter to 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and ex-

pressed his concern regarding the proposed Re-

gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP). 

He asked the Prime Minister to not permit the 

import of dairy products, areca nut and pepper 

under any Free Trade Agreement. 

"I very strongly recommend not permitting the 

import of dairy products, areca nut and pepper 

under any Free Trade Agreement, in the best in-

terest of the farming community of the country 

who are already in severe distress owing to un-

seasonal rains and floods," Moily's letter dated 

October 22 read. 

Pointing out to the government's support to the 

dairy industry under the "National Dairy Plan", 

the Congress leader said that India is a more la-

bour-oriented country and many landless agri-

cultural labours are mainly dependent on Dairy 
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farming unlike New Zealand or Australia or any 

other European model of Dairy farming. 

"In the given situation allowing imports of any 

dairy products under Free Trade Agreement/Re-

gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) would not hold good to the Indian Dairy 

Industry and the entire Indian farming commu-

nity," read the letter. 

He underlined that Milk is the highest value 

crop giving 27 per cent of agricultural income to 

the farmers which cannot be ignored to realize 

the objective of "doubling the Indian Farmers 

Income by 2022". 

Moily said if we agree for the Free Trade Agree-

ment with New Zealand, it will also open doors 

to other countries from the European Union 

and the USA which will create an "unimagina-

ble" situation in the country. 

"Initially, we may procure the dairy products at 

cheaper prices from the above-said countries 

but it will lead to the collapse of Indian Dairy In-

dustry as the dairy activity in the country will 

become unviable to our farmers and entrepre-

neurs," read the letter. 

The Congress leader said that the Milk produc-

er's income will be reduced by half if we take a 

wrong step of opening up our dairy market un-

der RCEP/FTA with any country. 

RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement be-

tween six partners namely People's Republic of 

China (ACFTA), Republic of Korea (AKFTA), Ja-

pan (AThe Congress leader said that the Milk 

producer's income will be reduced by half if we 

take a wrong step of opening up our dairy mar-

ket under RCEP/FTA with any country.JCEP), In-

dia (AIFTA) and Australia and New Zealand 

(AANZFTA). 

The RCEP negotiations were launched by lead-

ers from 10 ASEAN member states (Brunei Da-

russalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Ma-

laysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand and Vietnam) and 6 ASEAN FTA part-

ners (Australia, People's Republic of China, In-

dia, Japan, Republic of Korea and New Zealand). 

India has raised concerns regarding market ac-

cess and other issues leading to an imbalance of 

trade between some of the partner countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



आरसीईपी अर्थव्यस्र्ा के लिए नोटबंदी, जीएसटी के बाद तीसरा बडा झटका होगा: जयराम 

रमेश 
25 Oct 2019, 

https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/business/business-news/rcep-will-be-third-big-jolt-to-indian-economy-

after-demonetisation-and-gst-jairam-ramesh/articleshow/71763198.cms 

 

ई लदल्ली 

लवपक्षी कांगे्रस पाटी ने के्षत्रीय व्यापक 

आलर्थक साझेदारी (RCEP) पर कें द्र सरकार 

के रुख का लवरोध करते हुए कहा है लक अगर सरकार 

इसपर दस्तखत करती है तो यह नोटबंदी तर्ा वसु्त 

एवं सेवा कर (GST) के बाद अर्थव्यवस्र्ा के लिए 

तीसरा बडा झटका होगा, लजसके पररणामस्वरूप 

भारतीय बाजार में चीन के आयात का उदारीकरण हो 

जाएगा। 

मेड इन चाइना को लमिेगा बढावा 

राष्ट्र ीय राजधानी में एक पे्रस कॉन्फ्रें स में कांगे्रस के 

वररष्ठ नेता जयराम रमेश ने कहा लक 

भारत आरसीईपी पर हस्ताक्षर कर सकता है। उन्ोनें 

कहा, 'अगर प्रधानमंत्री अगिे महीने बैंकॉक में 

आरसीईपी समझौते पर दस्तखत करते हैं तो नोटबंदी 

तर्ा जीएसटी के बाद यह हमारी अर्थव्यवस्र्ा के लिए 

तीसरा बडा झटका होगा।' उन्ोनें कहा लक सरकार 

अब मेड इन इंलडया के बारे में बात नही ंकर रही है 

और यह समझौता 'मेड इन चाइना' को उत्सालहत 

करेगा। 

चीन के पक्ष में व्यापार संतुिन 

रमेश ने कहा लक व्यापार संतुिन पूरी तरह चीन के 

पक्ष में है। उन्ोनें कहा, 'भारत अगर आरसीईपी 

समझौते पर दस्तखत करता है तो चीन से आयात का 

उदारीकरण हो जाएगा। हमें नही ंपता लक वुहान या 

महाबलिपुरम में क्या चचाथ हुई है, िेलकन हम पररणाम 

देख सकते हैं लक चीन से आयात का उदारीकरण 

होगा।' 

अमूि ने कें द्र को लिखा पत्र 

उन्ोनें कहा लक अमूि के एमडी ने कें द्रीय वालणज्य 

मंत्री पीयूष गोयि को पत्र लिखा है, लजसमें उन्ोनें 

लचंता जताते हुए कहा है लक अगर भारत आरसीईपी 

की तरफ आगे बढता है तो इससे भारतीय डेयरी को-

ऑपरेलटव तबाह हो जाएगा। जयराम रमेश ने कहा, 

'अमूि के एमडी ने लिखा है लक भारत को आरसीईपी 

समझौते में नही ंपडना चालहए, नही ंतो डेयरी को-

ऑपरेलटव तबाह हो जाएगा। दूध का आयात नू्यजीिैंड 

से, चीनी का ऑस्ट्र ेलिया से और डेयरी उत्पादो ंका भी 

आयात होगा और यह हमारी कृलष व्यवस्र्ा को बबाथद 

कर देगा।' 

राष्ट्र ीय सुरक्षा भी खतरे में पडेगी 

उन्ोनें कहा, 'भारत आरसीईपी के तहत डेटा के री 

फ्लो को स्वीकार करेगा। आरसीईपी के मसौदे से 

नैशनि इंटर ेस्ट् खासकर नैशनि लसक्यॉररटी को हटा 

लदया गया है।' रमेश ने आरोप िगाया लक 'अर्थव्यवस्र्ा 

के कुप्रबंधन' की वजह से कें द्र सरकार समझौते पर 

हस्ताक्षर करने की इचु्छक है। 

क्या है आरसीईपी 

आरसीईपी, आलसयान देशो ंऔर उनके छह मुक्त 

व्यापार साझेदारो ंके बीच प्रस्तालवत एक मुक्त व्यापार 

एवं लनवेश व्यवस्र्ा है। इस वाताथ में आलसयान देशो ंमें 

बु्रनेई, कंबोलडया, इंडोनेलशया, िाओस, मियेलशया, 

म्ांमार, लफिीपीसं, लसंगापुर, र्ाईिैंड और लवयतनाम 

शालमि है। उसके छह मुक्त व्यापार साझेदार 

ऑस्ट्र ेलिया, चीन, भारत, जापान, कोररया और 

नू्यजीिैंड हैं। 
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Minister promises incentive to dairy farmers 
OCTOBER 25, 2019 22:20 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/minister-promises-incentive-to-dairy-farmers/arti-

cle29801545.ece 

 

inister for Animal Husbandry Ta-

lasani Srinivas Yadav on Friday said 

an incentive of ₹4 for one litre of 

milk to dairy farmers linked to Vijaya Dairy and 

Nalgonda Dairy would be released through 

sanctions within two days. Participating in a 

meet with livestock farmers here in Gundlapally 

mandal after releasing fish seed into Dindi res-

ervoir, he said various welfare schemes of the 

department would continue. 

He was at the reservoir in the mandal along 

with Devarakonda MLA R. Ravindrakumar Naik 

and In-Charge Collector V. Chandra Sekhar. The 

Animal Husbandry Minister interacted with 

farmers, and assured them of several develop-

ment initiatives for Devarakonda. 

“As requested by MLA Ravindrakumar Naik, we 

will set up a milk chilling centre here, and if the 

Collector shows us a suitable place, we will also 

build a fish market,” he said. The members of 

Golla and Kuruma communities, who draw the 

requisite demand drafts, would also receive 

sheep by the month-end, he said. Filling up va-

cancies in the department, renovation of old 

hospital buildings and upgrading the veterinary 

hospital were also part of Ms. Yadav’s assur-

ances for Devarakonda. On the occasion, he 

also distributed 24 sheep in the second phase, 

28 buffaloes on subsidy and eight free buffaloes 

covered under the insurance scheme. 

 

Former PM warns Union govt against import of dairy products 
25 oct 2019 

http://www.uniindia.com/former-pm-warns-union-govt-against-import-of-dairy-prod-

ucts/south/news/1770306.html 

engaluru, Oct 25 (UNI) Former Prime 

Minister H D Deve Gowda on Friday op-

posed the proposed Regional Compre-

hensive Economic Partnership with other Asian 

countries, and said he would lead an agitation 

against the move. 

Speaking to newsoersons here on Friday, the 

former prime minister said "The dairy farmers 

are in distress due to sharp fall in the milk pro-

curement price due to production of surplus 

milk products". 

"In this circumstances if government allows im-

ports of dairy products, the farmers will be 

pushed to hardship" he said. 

Stating that he had always stood for the causes 

of the farmers, the former prime minister said "I 

am the son of a farmer and will not sit when the 

farmers are in distress" he said. 

Criticising that the BJP government in the state 

is harassing the JD(S) workers, the JD(S) Na-

tional president said the "Government is using 
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the Police fore to reign terror among the oppo-

sition party members". 

Referring to a recent incident in Yadagir district, 

he said "police had dragged our party workers 

from their houses and thrashed them for taking 

part in agitation against the Chief minister B S 

Yediyurappa recently". 

Referring to the reasons for the fall of the JD(S)-

Congress coalition government in Karnataka, he 

said the statement was made by H D Kumaras-

wamy, accusing Congress leader Siddaramaiah 

for the collapse of the government. 

"We have information how Siddaramaiah had 

behaved against the coalition government" he 

said. 

 

Nearly 22k dairy farmers in Mysuru awaiting incentive for milk supplied in April 
25 oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mysuru/nearly-22k-dairy-farmers-in-mysuru-awaiting-incentive-for-milk-

supplied-in-april/articleshow/71747259.cms 

ysuru: Discrepancies in the details of 

the bank accounts furnished by the 

dairy farmers in the district, and the 

corresponding information in the possession of 

the Mysuru District Cooperative Milk Producers’ 

Union Ltd (MyMul) has resulted in 21,961 ryots 

who have supplied milk to the Karnataka Milk 

federation (KMF) not receiving the incentives 

they are rightfully entitled to. Dairy farmers 

across Karnataka have, for nearly a decade now, 

received an incentive of Rs 5 for every litre of 

milk they have supplied to the milk unions in 

their respective districts. However, owing to er-

rant entries of the IFSC code of the farmers’ 

banks, change in their home branches and fail-

ure to link accounts with the Aadhaar card are 

among the reasons being cited by MyMul offi-

cials for the delay in crediting the incentive to 

their accounts. However, what has frustrated 

the dairy farmers is that these niggles have not 

been sorted out even after six months – the 

farmers are awaiting incentive for the milk they 

supplied in April. 

According to the MYMUL data, 84,694 milk pro-

ducers had supplied milk to the union in the 

month of April 2019. Total incentive amount 

was Rs.5.39 crores as Rs. 5 per litre. 62,733 milk 

suppliers received Rs. 4.20 crores. Rs.1.19 

crores is pending for the remaining 21,961 milk 

producers. 

MyMul managing director MS Vijay Kumar said 

that they were working on rectifying the errors, 

and sought to assure the dairy farmers that the 

incentive being credited to their accounts at the 

earliest. Kumar attributed the delay in the dis-

bursal of funds to a slew of technical issues in-

volving errors in the data appertaining bank ac-

counts. 

Sources in MyMul admitted that, apart from the 

21,961 dairy farmers waiting for incentives for 

supplying milk in April, none of the 84,000 ryots 

had received the additional money for the past 

five months, May to September. “This is a direct 

benefit transfer (DBT) scheme, and one of the 

biggest-of-its-kind in the state. The animal hus-

bandry department has opted for direct trans-

fer of funds to ensure transparency. Once all 

the technical glitches are sorted out, we will en-

sure timely disbursal of incentives to the dairy 

farmers,” an official said. 

In the past three years, unpaid incentives to 

dairy farmers had accumulated to a whopping 

Rs 4 crore now. A MyMul official said that this 

problem was particularly prevalent in the vil-

lages under its purview. “In the rural areas, 

many farmers are yet to update the details of 

their respective bank accounts. Once they do it, 

we will settle all the dues,” he added. 
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The official stated that the problem arose when 

dairy farmers closed those bank accounts linked 

with their Aadhaar cards, but failed to keep 

MyMul informed about the new account they 

have opened. 

Despite the many technical problems that the 

DBT initiative entails, dairy farmers prefer the 

scheme to the more conventional modes of 

payment. “There may be some problems ini-

tially. But, on the whole, DBT works for every-

one concerned,” said Ramegowda, a Talur 

farmer. 

 

RCEP deal: Siddaramaiah urges Centre to safeguard dairy, pharma sectors 
October 25, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/rcep-deal-siddaramaiah-urges-centre-to-safeguard-dairy-

pharma-sectors/article29801343.ece 

he Free Trade Agreement under RCEP, 

which the Central government is about 

to sign, is expected to adversely impact 

domestic agricultural, animal husbandry and 

pharma sectors, said Leader of the Opposition 

and Congress Legislature Party leader Siddara-

maiah. 

Addressing reporters, he said “India has a large 

consumption market due to its population, pro-

duction and innovation, which other countries 

want to take advantage.” 

Supporting the dairy farmers of Karnataka, the 

former chief minister criticised the BJP-led Cen-

tral government and said, “India ranks at the 

top in production of milk and other dairy prod-

ucts. Karnataka comes second in the country. 

There are almost 16,000 cooperative societies 

in our State and we produce almost 78 lakh li-

tres of milk everyday.” Referring to the Ksheera 

Dhare (a scheme for dairy farmers), he said “We 

give ₹5 per litre of milk as subsidy and 

through Ksheer Bhagya programme provide 

milk to school children, which gives further im-

petus to milk production. Many farmers are 

now dependent on this income.” 

Siddaramaiah said, “New Zealand has lot of ex-

cess milk production than their demand. So 

now, they want to push their milk products to 

India where consumers are more. There will be 

no tax to 95 per cent of the products if Free 

Trade Agreement is signed. We will not be able 

to complete with excess production and& 

cheap imports of foreign goods.” 

Siddaramaiah demanded that that the Karna-

taka Chief minister BS Yediyurappa take a dele-

gation of MPs along with the representatives 

from the Opposition to make the government 

understand the impact of the decision. This will 

also affect Gujarat, the home State of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, which tops in milk pro-

duction, he said. 

On the pharmaceutical sector, the former chief 

minister said, “The FTA will also have an impact 

on generic medicines. If the government 

doesn’t walk the talk, it will lose the trust of the 

people. We are already facing unemployment 

crisis mainly due to demonetisation and faulty 

implementation of GST.” 
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6 held for attacking Dibrugarh dairy farmers 
24 oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/6-held-for-attacking-dibrugarh-dairy-farmers/arti-

cleshow/71735581.cms 

IBRUGARH: Police on Wednesday ar-

rested six people, including 3 office 

bearers of TMPK (Takam Mising Porin 

Kebang), in connection with the attack on a set-

tlement of dairy farmers at Charkholia Chapori, 

a remote sandbar situated on the middle of the 

Brahmaputra, on October 19. 

A 52-year-old milkman, identified as Murali 

Yadav, was killed while several others were in-

jured when a group of over 100 miscreants, sus-

pected to be members of TMPK, attacked the 

hamlet of Hindi-speaking people on the riverine 

island. The attackers also torched 10 houses in 

the area before escaping. Originally from Bihar 

and UP, the settlers, numbering around 900, 

have been living there since the pre-Independ-

ence era and earning their livelihood by selling 

milk and vegetables. 

The TMPK, an influential student outfit of the 

Mising tribe, was accused of carrying out the 

brutal attack as a few days ago, its Laimekuri 

unit in Dhemaji district had sought a hefty do-

nation from the dairy farmers through the or-

ganisation's letterheads ranging from Rs 10,000 

to Rs 50,000 for TMPK's 48th foundation day. 

When the inhabitants expressed their inability 

to pay such a hefty sum, they left with threats 

and intimidation. In view of the threat, mem-

bers of the community had also approached the 

deputy commissioner and SP for protection but 

no preventive measure was taken. 

Following the huge outcry over the brazen at-

tack, Dibrugarh and Dhemaji police had 

launched a joint operation to arrest the culprits. 

On Wednesday, a police team led by Dibrugarh 

SP Gautam Borah and additional SP Dhruba 

Bora, with the assistance of their Dhemaji coun-

terparts, managed to apprehend the six accused 

from the Gogamukh area of Dhemaji district. 

They were identified as Jatindra Padun, presi-

dent of TMPK's Laimekuri unit, Jayanta Taye, 

who is the secretary, Dhonesh , an executive 

member, Ranjan Kuli, Dhulanath Mili and 

Brikudhar Doley. 

"They have been booked under sections 120-B 

(criminal conspiracy), 143 (unlawful assembly), 

436 (mischief by fire), 326 (voluntarily causing 

grievous injuries by dangerous weapons), 307 

(attempt to murder), 302 (murder) and 153-A 

(provoking disharmony and enmity) of the IPC. 

We are searching for the other accused and 

they will be nabbed soon," additional SP Dhruba 

Bora said on Wednesday. Since the attack, the 

Dibrugarh ASP has been camping at Jonai in 

Dhemaji district to overlook the operation. 

Dibrugarh deputy commissioner Pallav Gopal 

Jha, through an order, has prohibited financial 

collection (chanda), forceful subscriptions, do-

nations, roadside collections and extortion. 

Nagpur: FDA alerts people about adulteration in Diwali delicacies 
Oct 24, 2019, 14:25 IST 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/fda-alerts-people-about-adulteration-in-diwali-delicacies/arti-

cleshow/71728651.cms 

AGPUR: Come Diwali and the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) starts con-

ducting raids on food manufacturers 

and suppliers. This year too, Nagpur unit of the 

FDA has raided several edible oil suppliers, 

khoya and sweet suppliers ahead of Diwali and 

seized sizable stock which is allegedly adulter-

ated. 
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Apart from raids, FDA teams are also conduct-

ing regular inspections of the shops on a daily 

basis. 

Food safety officers are collecting samples and 

sending them to labs for tests. Still, looking at 

the limited strength of officers, it’s not possible 

to control the adulteration which is a rampant 

practice during festive season. 

Looking at this, FDA joint commissioner (food) 

Chandrakant Pawar appealed to people to be 

alert and keep a check while buying Diwali deli-

cacies from the market. He also urged them to 

lodge complaint with the FDA in case they find 

any adulteration in food. 

“FDA has already started a drive against adul-

teration of food and sweets. We have seized 

stock of khoya and milk products worth Rs 1.25 

lakh and edible oil worth Rs 7 lakh. We have 

also launched a phone number where citizens 

may register their complaints,” Pawar said. FDA 

phone number for complaints is 0712-2562204. 

Food inspectors of the FDA who work on the 

field shared several points that could be helpful 

for common consumers. Fake silver coat is one 

of the foremost forms of adulteration. 

“Many sweets have silver covering on them. 

Sometimes, sellers cover the sweet with foil in-

stead of silver. This may cause serious stomach 

infections. To check this, touch top of the 

sweets gently with your finger. If coating comes 

onto your finger it could be aluminium,” said a 

food inspector. 

Milk is constantly in high demand during festivi-

ties. To check whether milk has too much water 

mixed, try putting a drop of it on a polished 

slanting surface. If the milk is pure, it will flow 

slowly and leave a white trail behind it. On the 

other hand, adulterated milk with water will 

flow immediately without leaving a mark. 

Desi ghee is also one of the most adulterated 

ingredients during Diwali. To check purity of 

ghee, heat a teaspoon of it in a pan. If ghee 

melts instantly and turns dark brownish in col-

our, it is pure. If it takes time to melt and turns 

yellow, then it may be adulterated. 

 

Rajasthan: Government begins crackdown on adulterated sweets, mawa 
Oct 24, 2019, 12:16 IST 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/govt-begins-crackdown-on-adulterated-sweets-mawa/arti-

cleshow/71730070.cms 

AIPUR: Adulterated mawa and items con-

taining synthetic colour are taking a toll on 

the health of the people. Health depart-

ment teams reached Chithwari area of Chomu, 

which is a major supplier of mawa to Jaipur and 

collected 10 samples of mawa, ghee and milk. 

Besides, the teams also raided a godown of a 

firm at Bani Park, whose owner was allegedly 

preparing to re-process stale sweets brought 

from Agra  

The teams found eight tins of parwal petha, an-

goori petha, paan gilori (sweets), which had al-

ready turned stale. Health department officials 

said that the owner of the firm was trying to re-

process them with food colouring and sugar 

syrup. The officials said that they have de-

stroyed 500kg of the sweets from the store. In 

the series of raids, chief medical health officer 

Jaipur-I teams reached Chithwari of Chomu, 

which supplies mawa to Jaipur in large quantity 

during the festive season. On seeing the teams 

coming to Chithwari, there was chaos among 

the units preparing mawa. “Chithwari is a vil-

lage and almost every house is involved in pre-

paring mawa, which is supplied to Jaipur during 
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the festive season,” said a health department 

official. 

Suspecting inferior quality mawa and other milk 

products being produced, the health depart-

ment teams collected 10 samples of mawa, 

ghee and milk. The major focus of the health 

department ahead of Diwali is to ensure that 

sweets and mawa should not be adulterated. 

During festive season, the sale of sweets picks 

up, which also increases the chances of sale of 

adulterated sweets. In Alwar on Tuesday, the 

health authorities had seized 1,000kg mawa, 

which was allegedly prepared by mixing pow-

dered milk and palm oil. In , more than 1,000kg 

mawa was seized two days ago, which was de-

stroyed by the health authorities on suspicion 

of being adulterated. 

 

‘Punjab to ban sale of unpackaged milk from 2020’ 
October 24, 2019 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/545268-punjab-to-ban-sale-of-unpackaged-milk-from-2020 

SLAMABAD: Punjab Food Authority (PFA) 

Chairman Umar Tanveer on Wednesday 

said the province would ban sale of open 

milk with effect from 2022. 

Speaking at a seminar organised by Pakistan 

Dairy Association (PDA), the PFA chairman said 

creating awareness about processed milk 

among small farmers and consumers was a diffi-

cult task, but PFA was fully determined to en-

sure provision of safe milk supply to all consum-

ers. 

The authority, he said was checking the quality 

of milk at 40,000 outlets and they had discarded 

600,000 litres of spurious milk alone in 2018. 

The key note speaker, Prof Dr Nevzat Artik, affil-

iated with Food Safety Institute University of 

Ankara, said Pakistan has more cattle, goat, and 

sheep compared to Turkey, but milk production 

was not up to the mark. 

Currently, the exports of dairy products from 

Turkey were around $325 million, whereas the 

country imported butter and cheese worth $92 

million. 

He suggested that the government should es-

tablish cooperative cooling system in rural areas 

for small farmers, who should operate and 

manage those systems. The seminar aimed to 

bring together all the stakeholders to share 

their expertise and reach a consensus to uplift 

the dairy industry. It was also to talk about leg-

islations to control the provision of unsafe milk 

in consumer markets. 

The event was opened by Nestle Pakistan Chair-

man Syed Yawar Ali, with Federal Minister for 

Food Security and Research Mehboob Sultan in 

chair. 

Pakistan Dairy Association Chairman Sulaiman 

Monnoo said, “Currently Pakistan is amongst 

the 5 largest dairy producing countries in the 

world, yet unfortunately 95 percent of the milk 

traded in Pakistan is sold as loose milk, most of 

which is unhygienic or adulterated and is not 

providing our masses with the required nutri-

tion they need resulting in problems such as 

malnutrition and stunted growth as highlighted 

by the Prime Minister in his inaugural address.” 

He lauded the Punjab government step of intro-

ducing a minimum pasteurisation law to ensure 

that all the milk being produced was free of 

adulterants and harmful bacteria, and complied 

with certain minimum nutritional standards 

that made it fit for consumption. 
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वाराणसी: काशी लवश्वनार् मंलदर में अब नही ंचढेगा पैकेट का दूध 

वाराणसी, 23 अकू्टबर 2019, अपडेटेड 23:09 IST 

https://aajtak.intoday.in/story/varanasi-no-packed-milk-for-vishwanath-temple-1-1131478.html 

गर आप वाराणसी में स्स्र्त बाबा काशी 

लवश्वनार् में आस्र्ा रखते हैं तो ये खबर 

आपके लिए बेहद जरूरी है क्योलंक काशी 

लवश्वनार् मंलदर न्यास पररषद ने बाबा लवश्वनार् पर 

चढने वािे पैकेट के दूध पर तत्काि प्रभाव से रोक 

िगा लदया है. 

क्या है वजह? 

बारह ज्योलतथलिंगो ंमें सवोपरी बाबा काशी लवश्वनार् को 

अब पैकेट का पाशु्चरराइड लमल्क नही ंचढाया जा 

सकेगा क्योलंक शास्त्रीय लवधान में लशवलिंग पर लसफथ  

कच्चा दूध ही चढाया जा सकता है. उनका कहना है 

लक पैकेट का लमल्क कई बार गमथ और ठंडा करने की 

प्रलिया से गुजरता है. ये फैसिा लवश्वनार् मंलदर न्यास 

पररषद की बैठक में लिया गया है. 

फैसिे के बारे में ज्यादा जानकारी देते हुए काशी 

लवश्वनार् मंलदर न्यास पररषद् के एसडीएम लवनोद लसंह 

बताते हैं लक न्यास पररषद की बैठक में यह फैसिा 

लिया गया है लक पैकेट के दूध शास्त्रीय पद्धलत के 

अनुसार लशवलिंग पर चढाने योग्य नही ंहैं. उनका 

कहना है लक ये दूध कई लदनो ंका होता है और इसे 

प्रलिया के तहत कई बार गमथ और ठंडा लकया जाता है. 

अमूि दूध की लब्रकी पर िगी रोक 

इस फैसिे के बाद से मंलदर पररसर में पूवथ में स्र्ालपत 

अमूि दूध के काउंटर से भी अमूि दूध की लब्रकी पर 

रोक िगा दी गई है. वही ंमंलदर पररसर ने खुद के 

गौशािा के दूध की ही लब्रकी शुरू कर दी गई है. मंलदर 

प्रशासन के अिावा जो श्रद्धािु बाहर से भी दूध िाकर 

चढाते हैं तो उसकी गुणवत्ता भी समय-समय पर चेक 

की जाती है. क्योलंक बाहरी दूध में भी केलमकि की 

लशकायत आती र्ी. इसलिए शुद्ध बाहरी दूध भी बाबा 

काशी लवश्वनार् पर चढाया जा सकता है. 

एसडीएम लवनोद लसंह ने बताया लक िगभग 200-250 

िीटर दूध चढाने के लिए रोज खपत होती है और अगर 

काशीलवश्वनार् के गौशािा से भी दूध कम पडता है तो 

बाहर के गौपािको ंसे भी दूध िेकर उस कमी को पूरा 

लकया जाएगा. 

दुकानदारो ंने जताया लवरोध 

वही ंमंलदर के बाहर के दुकानदार लवश्वनार् मंलदर की 

ओर से िगाए जाने वािे नए प्रलतबंधो ंको गित बता 

रहे हैं. कई दुकानदार ने पैकेट के दूध बेचने की बात 

बताई तो कई ने गाय का दूध बाजार से िाकर बेचने 

की जानकारी दी. 

दुकानदारो ंका कहना है लक इस फैसिे से न केवि 

दुकानदार बस्ल्क आने वािे श्रद्धािुओ ंको भी लदक्कत 

होगी. कई पूजा सामाग्री मंलदर के अंदर से नही ंलमिती 

और उसे बाहरी दुकान से भी खरीदकर नही ंिे जाया 

जा सकता, लजससे काफी लदक्कत होती है. 
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Synthetic Milk Racket Busted in MP, Police Seize Detergent, Palm Oil and Chemicals Used 

in Preparation 
October 23, 2019, 10:12 PM IST 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/synthetic-milk-racket-busted-in-mp-police-seize-detergent-palm-oil-and-

chemicals-used-in-preparation-2360027.html 

 

eemuch: A synthetic milk production 

unit that allegedly supplied thousands 

of litres of the adulterated liquid was 

raided at Rampura here, an official 

said on Wednesday. 

Acting on a tip-off, the district administration 

and food department officials raided Mahavir 

Dairy, owned by Raju Gujar (42), at Rampura in 

Madhya Pradesh's Neemuch district, additional 

district magistrate Vinay Dhoka said. 

The authorities seized palm oil, detergent pow-

der and chemicals used to produce synthetic 

milk, he added. 

He said Gujar collected 5,000 litre of milk from 

different villages every day, and he then pro-

duced 15,000 to 20,000 litre of synthetic milk by 

adding adulterants. 

The adulterated milk was then supplied to ad-

joining areas and Rajasthan's Kota district as 

well, the official added. 

Dhoka said the samples of synthetic milk have 

been sent for testing, and based on the report, 

action would be taken against the dairy owner 

and his associates. 

 

Siddaramaiah Opposes Proposed Signing of FTA of Dairy Products under RCEP 
October 23, 2019, 4:44 PM IST 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/siddaramaiah-opposes-proposed-signing-of-fta-of-dairy-products-under-

rcep-2359389.html 

 

engaluru: Opposing the plan to sign FTA 

of dairy products under RCEP, former 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on 

Wednesday alleged that the objective of inter-

national relations under the Modi government 

has become "collusion with cronies, submit to 

foreigners and kill the common man". 

In a series of tweets, the Congress leader said 

import of cheap products under this pact would 

hurt Indian farmers and in turn cause rural dis-

tress. 

"@narendramodi govt's proposal to sign free 

trade agreement of dairy products under RCEP 

is against the interests of our farmers and this 

shall be vehemently opposed," Siddaramaiah 

tweeted. 
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He said, "More than 10 Cr farmers are depend-

ent on dairy farming for their livelihood. Import 

of cheap products will hurt them and in turn 

cause rural distress. 

Karnataka alone produces more than 86 lakh li-

tres of milk & other dairy products." 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partner-

ship (RCEP) - a mega Free Trade Agreement - is 

being negotiated among 10 ASEAN countries 

with their six FTA partners (India, China, Japan, 

South Korea, Australia and New Zealand). 

The proposed deal is expected to be finalised 

and signed by the next month. 

Accepting that the UPA government had taken 

part in RCEP negotiations in the past, Siddara-

maiah, however,said the then Prime Minister 

Moanmohan Singh wanted some changes to 

protect the interests of the country's farmers. 

"...but Narendra Modi keeping everyone in the 

dark is about to sign this agreement. Where is 

transparency?" Siddaramaiah asked. 

Noting that dairy products of Australia and New 

Zealand are much cheaper and would make it 

difficult for Indian farmers to compete in the 

market, he said this would destroy their liveli-

hood, which was strengthened after the white 

revolution. 

"The objective of Int'l relations should be to en-

able domestic transformation by accelerating 

growth, preserving autonomy &protecting our 

people's interests. 

Unfortunately,under @narendramodi, it is col-

lusion with cronies, submit to foreigners & kill 

common man," he said. 

Welcoming Congress President Sonia Gandhi's 

decision to support the fight against RCEP and 

raise this issue in Parliament in the interests of 

farmers, Siddaramaiah said his government had 

increased the subsidy to producers under the 

'Ksheera Dhare programme' to Rs five per litre. 

"We also launched Ksheera Bhagya to ensure 

full utilisation of excess milk and address mal-

nourishment issues in children. FTA will only 

nullify all these," he added. 

Siddaramaiah, who is the Leader of the Opposi-

tion in the assembly, had raised the issue during 

the recent session and demanded that the BJP 

government in the state take up the matter 

with the centre and protect farmers' interests. 

 

Centre asks Madhya Pradesh government to revoke NSA on adulteration suspect 
23, oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/centre-asks-state-to-revoke-nsa-on-adulteration-suspect/arti-

cleshow/71711955.cms 

HOPAL: The home ministry has asked 

the Madhya Pradesh government to re-

voke NIA charges in one of the 31 food 

adulteration cases in which the stringent charge 

has been imposed. Congress alleges that the 

Centre has intervened because the accused in 

this case — an Ujjain-based ghee trader — has 

links with RSS. With chief minister Kamal Nath 

ordering a crackdown on adulteration, 89 FIRs 

and 31 cases have been registered under NSA 

since July this year. The Ujjain ghee trader, Kirti 

Vardhan Kelkar, was the first to be charged un-

der NSA after food department officials raided 

his factory on August 2 and seized 45kg of al-

leged ‘spurious ghee’ and 57kg of ‘sub-standard 

chemicals’ used for bakery products. He has 

been in jail remand since then. 

On October 10, the Madhya Pradesh home de-

partment received a letter from the home min-
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istry, which referred to a “representation of de-

tainee Kirti Vardhan Kelkar” against the order of 

detention passed by the magistrate on August 

31, 2019, under NSA. “After careful considera-

tion of the representation, the central govt is 

pleased to revoke charges under Section 14(1) 

of National Security Act, 1980,” says the letter 

sent to the state home secretary. 

It urges the state to release Kelkar from prison 

“unless he is required to be kept in jail for any 

other case”. “He may be tried in cases regis-

tered under normal law of the land and his ac-

tivities may be kept under discreet watch,” says 

the order, copies of which are marked to the su-

perintendent of Indore central jail and accused 

Kelkar. 

The Congress was surprised by the Centre’s in-

tervention. Senior Congress spokesman Abhay 

Dubey alleged that the home ministry is trying 

to “protect Kelkar because he has RSS connec-

tions”. 

“Accused are booked under NSA only for re-

peated and habitual offences. The state govern-

ment found that Kirti Vardhan Kelkar is a habit-

ual offender, who was caught manufacturing 

adulterated ghee by FDA officials in 2015 as 

well. A case under Section 26(2)(ii) of FDA Act 

2006 and 2011 was registered against him and 

additional district magistrate Ujjain had con-

victed him on July 30, 2016,” Dubey said, adding 

Kelkar had appealed in high court but got no re-

lief. In July 2019, he was again arrested after 

the Kamal Nath government started its cam-

paign against food adulteration, and laboratory 

tests allegedly confirmed impurity in the ghee 

manufactured at his facility. 

“We are astounded by the brazen protection 

coming from the home ministry for this ghee 

manufacturer, who is a repeated offender. How 

will the state government fight against adultera-

tion if accused are going to be protected by 

BJP?” Dubey asked. “No matter what BJP does, 

the Kamal Nath government’s mission against 

food adulteration will continue and the guilty 

will be booked,” he added. 

Nath govt’s next move: Life term for adultera-

tion The Kamal Nath government will bring 

about stricter laws with provisions of life impris-

onment for adulteration of food, milk and dairy 

products, Congress media department vice-

president Abhay Dubey said on Wednesday. The 

proposal will be presented before the council of 

ministers after Diwali, he said. The Congress 

also contested senior party leader Jyotiraditya 

Scindia’s allegation that those nabbed for food 

adulteration are being released. “I have heard 

of many cases in which those involved in adul-

teration are nabbed and later released. From 

now on, those involved in adulteration should 

not be released without the knowledge of the 

minister,” Scindia said at a public event in Gwa-

lior on Monday. 

A day later, the state Congress pointed out that 

89 FIRs and 31 cases have been registered un-

der NSA for food adulteration and no adultera-

tor will be spared. “As many as 89 accused are 

in jail and 31 cases have been registered under 

NSA. This shows the determination of the Kamal 

Nath government to end food adulteration,” 

state PCC media department chairperson 

Shobha Oza said. “Jyotiraditya Scindia was only 

expressing his concern that no adulterator 

should be spared,” Oza explained.

 

 

 

  



Amul's going utterly butterly digital 
Oct 23, 2019 

http://www.forbesindia.com/article/work-in-progress/amuls-going-utterly-butterly-digital/55855/1 

 

ifty years ago, the four-year-old National 

Dairy Development Board (NDDB) in Gu-

jarat’s Anand flagged off what went on 

to become the world’s largest dairy develop-

ment programme. ‘Operation Flood’ or ‘White 

Revolution’ had one objective: To take the Amul 

model out of Gujarat and replicate it across In-

dia. Amul, of course, was the brand the milk 

farmers of Anand’s Kaira district had launched 

to process surplus buffalo milk—a first in the 

world—into powder, butter and cheese. This 

was possible thanks to a dairy that was inaugu-

rated in 1955 by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru. 

From an era in which women could be seen lin-

ing up outside a shed in Kaira to deposit milk to 

the age of ecommerce, the Amul brand has sus-

tained, thrived and evolved. Delivery boys 

sporting Amul T-shirts are a common sight on 

the streets of Ahmedabad, going door-to-door 

to deliver its products to customers who order 

online. What started as Verghese Kurien’s acci-

dental tryst in the milk business—he had left a 

government job to start Kaira’s milk cooperative 

movement along with freedom fighter and 

farmer leader Tribhuvandas Patel—today sells 

over 80 products with dairy at the core. 

A lot, though, has changed in the past 73 years. 

“No educated girl in the 21st century wants to 

marry a dairy farmer who has 20-30 animals,” 

grins RS Sodhi, managing director of the Gujarat 

Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd 

(GCMMF), which manages the Amul brand and 

is collectively owned by some 3.6 million milk 

producers in Gujarat. 

“The youth no longer find dairy farming sexy 

enough,” adds Sodhi, who Kurien took under his 

wing in the early ’80s and who became 

GCMMF’s chief in 2010. The next generation of 

farmers has been going to the big cities for edu-

cation, and most are not too keen to return. So-

dhi is counting on technology to encourage 

them to have a go at running their family dairy 

farms. For, instance, automated milking ma-

chines have been brought in in the dairy farms. 

Amul’s 79 factories across India are also keeping 

up with technology. And then, there is ecom-

merce. In Ahmedabad, consumers can have 

products delivered by placing orders online on 

Amul Online, an app and a website. Locate 

Amul is another app that helps sales executives 

find distributor information of Amul parlours, of 

which there are some 8,000 across In-

dia.  Though Locate Amul is for internal sales ex-

ecutives and distributors only, it has the poten-

tial to be used for hyper-local delivery at a later 

date. Says Sodhi: “Our next phase will be near-

commerce, whereby customers can order on 

Locate Amul itself.” 

Along with the digital push is the inevitable en-

try into new categories. A market leader in milk, 

cheese and butter, Amul has expanded into 

beverages, chocolates, sweets and now even 

bakery. Abneesh Roy, executive vice president 

at Edelweiss Financial Services believes, “To sur-

vive in the crowded consumer market, Amul 

needs to constantly innovate.” Products like 

Roti Softner, Camel Milk and Amul Tru are evi-

dence of that. Amul Tru, for instance, is a com-

bination of milk and fruit in a ₹10 bottle. 

GCMMF Chief Operating Officer Kishore Jhala 
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adds that the Roti Softner “comes from the sim-

ple idea of allowing rotis to remain soft for a 

longer time. In the old days, when we needed 

to carry rotis for long journeys, our grandmoth-

ers would add milk to them; this is the same 

concept.” 

 

Food market is fastest growing, has wide retail footprint: FSSAI official 
OCTOBER 23, 2019 01:19 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/food-market-is-fastest-growing-has-wide-retail-footprint-fssai-

official/article29772130.ece 

he Indian food market, valued at nearly 

$39.71 billion, is one of the fastest 

growing industries in the country, ac-

cording to Dr. Yogesh Kamat, director of Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), 

western region. Dr. Kamat said the food sector 

covers 60% of the retail industry. 

He was inaugurating the 14th edition of Food 

Ingredients India and Health Ingredients, a busi-

ness-to-business exhibition, along with the sec-

ond edition of ProPak India. 

Dr. Kamat encouraged the food industry to re-

duce the use of single-use plastic and substitute 

it with bamboo and other options. 

Commissioner of the Food and Drugs Admin-

istration, Maharashtra, Dr. Pallavi Darade, said 

the youth is suffering from various diseases due 

to the consumption of unhealthy food. “About 

30% of school students suffer from diseases like 

hypertension, diabetes, obesity and others,” 

she said. 

Speaking about new FDA projects, Dr. Darade 

said they had conducted seminars with over 

1,000 principals of different schools and col-

leges to change their menu and add nutritive 

food in their canteens under the ‘Eat Right 

Movement’. “We emphasise looking at food 

manufacturers from street food to five-star res-

taurants and all we are concerned about is that 

whatever is being served should be safe,” she 

said. 

The Indian gourmet market is growing at a com-

pound annual growth rate of 20%, said Yogesh 

Mudras, managing director of Informa Markets. 

“Awareness is increasing in the industry about 

active and intelligent packaging, which boosts 

shelf life as well as sustains the nutritive value 

of the product.” 

More than 800 brands from 12 countries, nota-

bly China, Thailand, Canada, U.S.A., France, Po-

land and Russia are participating in the three-

day exhibition. 

 

Huge Quantity Of Adulterated Paneer Seized From Greater Noida, Meerut 
23 Oct,2019 | 07:45 AM 

https://www.newsnation.in/videos/india/huge-quantity-of-adulterated-paneer-seized-from-greater-noida-mee-

rut-8/53705 

ews Nation brings 'Shocking News' cov-

ering top sensational and crime stories 

of the day. Ahead of Diwali, Food 

Safety Teams have seized huge quantity of adul-

terated Paneer and flavoured milk from Uttar 

Pradesh’s Greater Noida and Meerut. Acting on 

the tip-off, UP police conducted raids on several 

Paneer manufacturing units. 
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ITC launches world's most expensive chocolate priced at Rs 4.3 lakh/kg 

Oct 22, 2019, 10.18 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/itc-launches-worlds-most-expensive-choco-

late-priced-at-rs-4-3-lakh/kg/articleshow/71710606.cms?utm_source=whatsapp_wap&utm_medium=so-

cial&utm_campaign=socialsharebuttons&from=mdr 

iversified group ITCNSE 1.13 % on 

Tuesday launched the world's most ex-

pensive chocolate priced at Rs 4.3 lakh 

per kilogram under its Fabelle brand. 

ITC's luxury chocolate brand Fabelle Exquisite 

Chocolates has introduced its limited edition 

range chocolate 'Trinity - Truffles Extraordi-

naire' - which entered into Guinness World Rec-

ords to become the world's most expensive 

chocolate. 

Co-curated by France's Michelin Star Chef 

Philippe Conticini and Fabelle's Master Choco-

latier, Fabelle's 'Trinity - Truffles Extraordinaire' 

box is priced at approximately Rs 4.3 lakh per 

kg, ITC said in a statement. 

We at Fabelle are extremely happy for setting 

new benchmarks not just in the Indian luxury 

chocolate market but also now in the world 

with achieving the Guinness World Records 

feat," ITC Chief Operating Officer - Chocolates, 

Confectionary, Coffee and New Categories - 

Food Division Anuj Rustagi said. 

The limited edition offering will be encased in a 

hand-made wooden box, containing 15 truffles, 

each weighing approximately 15 grams. The 

made-to-order box will be available at an indul-

gent price of Rs one lakh inclusive of taxes. 

 

Centre's Survey Finds Indian Milk Is Largely Safe; Toxin Found in 5.7% Samples 
22/OCT/2019 

https://thewire.in/health/india-milk-survey-safety-quality 

ew Delhi: The government has re-

leased its National Milk Safety and 

Quality Survey for 2018. The report has 

been prepared by the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

About 93% of the samples (5,976 out of 6,437) 

surveyed were found to be “absolutely safe” for 

human consumption. “This is undoubtedly good 

news for consumers,” says the FSSAI. About 456 

samples had safety issues. 

The bad news is that 41% of the “safe” samples 

still fell short on at least one quality parameter. 

“This dispels the myth that milk in India is 

largely adulterated,” says Pawan Agarwal, the 

CEO of FSSAI in the report. The report says that 

the FSSAI’s previous attempts to conduct sur-

veys had resulted in “avoidable and dispropor-

tionate scare in the minds of the Indian con-

sumers” and that there had been “deceitful 

campaigns and unsubstantiated reports” about 

the quality of milk in India. Therefore, the new 

report is a “myth buster”, he says. 

“It can be concluded from the survey that the 

problem of adulteration and unsafe milk exists, 

but it is confined to certain locations and in 

peak season. The survey has helped in identifi-

cation of hot spots, so that more intensified ef-

forts for surveillance and enforcement could be 

taken up in such areas.” 

The survey was conducted between May and 

October 2018, tested the safety and quality 

conditions of of liquid milk samples. A total of 

6,432 samples of milk were taken from various 

places in India. Around 59.5% (3,825) of these 

samples were from raw milk and 40.5% (2,607) 

were samples of processed milk. 
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The samples were analysed for the presence of 

13 types of adulterants and three types of con-

taminants as well as for their fat and solids-not-

fat content. Milk samples were collected from 

both the organised (retailers and processors) 

and unorganised (milk mandis, local dairy farms 

and milk vendors) sectors. 

This is also the first time the government has 

done a quantitative analysis of milk samples 

and their contaminants and adulterants, ac-

cording to the report. The FSSAI had conducted 

milk surveys in 2011 and 2016 when 1,791 and 

1,663 samples were analysed respectively. The 

new survey is much larger and the previous sur-

veys were “inadequate as no clear picture 

emerged from these surveys due to small sam-

ple size and testing done by different laborato-

ries that did not follow uniform protocol. More-

over, only qualitatively analysis was done and 

required safety parameters were not covered in 

the survey.” 

In terms of contaminants, the report says that 

one of its “major findings” is that 5.7% (368 

samples) found residue of aflatoxin M1 beyond 

its permissible limit, most of it in processed milk 

samples. This is a type of toxin that can cause 

disease and death if it is found beyond its per-

missible limits. It gets into milk through fodder. 

This is the first time that the government has 

tested aflatoxin contamination. The top three 

states where milk samples were found to have 

this toxin are Tamil Nadu, Delhi and Kerala. 

Other samples also had contaminants like anti-

biotics (77 samples) and pesticides (1 sample). 

Some of the adulterants found in 12 of these 

samples included hydrogen peroxide, deter-

gents, urea, neutralisers. 

Of the 41% of safe samples that failed quality 

parameters, the non-compliance was largely on 

account of low fat or low solids-not-fat content. 

The survey says these are two key quality pa-

rameters both in raw and processed milk. 

“Presence of maltodextrin [and] sugar [in] sam-

ples mainly confined to processed milk was yet 

another surprise from this survey. Maltodextrin 

and sugar are not unsafe but are sometimes 

added to raise the level of fat and SNF of milk. 

While, these do not represent threat to human 

health, nevertheless, these incidences are pre-

ventable and stringent action is required to curb 

them. The survey did not find any non-compli-

ance on account of other parameters viz. cellu-

lose, glucose, starch and vegetable oil was not 

found in the collected samples,” the survey 

says. 

 

India Is The World's Biggest Milk Producer And Consumer, But This Is How Bad We Treat 

Our Dairy Animals 
Oct 22, 2019, 17:10 IST 

https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/india-is-the-world-s-biggest-milk-producer-and-consumer-but-this-is-

how-bad-we-treat-our-dairy-animals-378351.html 

ndia is the world’s largest milk producing 

nation and this year the country is expected 

to produce 175 billion litres of milk, nearly 

twice what the US, the second biggest milk-pro-

ducing nation, is expected to produce.  

According to the data from the 20th Livestock 

Census released by the Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying, there are around 

192.49 million cattle and 109.85 million buffa-

loes in the country. I 
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Both the number of cattle in India and the milk 

produced in the country have been increased 

over the years. But the industry has a dark side 

too, especially when it comes to the treatment 

of animals.   

In most of the large scale farms, the cattle are 

forced to live in unacceptable conditions in 

these urban and peri-urban dairies. 

 

 

Ahead of Diwali, FSDA cracks down on adulterated food 
Oct 22, 2019, 4:39 IST 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/ahead-of-diwali-fsda-cracks-down-on-adulterated-food/arti-

cleshow/71694228.cms 

eerut: Ahead of Diwali, Food Safety 

and Drugs Authority (FSDA) has 

formed four teams to crack down on 

adulterated food. Under the initiative, which 

started on October 17 and will continue till Oc-

tober 26, as many as 65 samples have been col-

lected so far. The biggest seizure in the drive 

was of 249 kg of “misbranded” skimmed milk 

powder apart from 124 kg of tofu and 228 litres 

of soya milk. 

Giving details about the samples taken on Mon-

day, Archana Dheeran, designated officer, 

FSDA, said, “On Monday, 14 samples of sus-

pected food items were taken, sealed and sent 

for examination to a Lucknow laboratory. The 

first set of seven samples were taken from New 

Dev Soya Food Products in Shastri Nagar, which 

included four samples of tofu and three sam-

ples of soya milk. Since the packing date of tofu 

was tampered with, 124 kg of soya tofu worth 

Rs 20,700 was seized. Meanwhile, 228 litres of 

soya milk worth Rs 84,000 was seized for mis-

branding as it did not have any packing date.” 

On the basis of complaints received, a sample of 

‘saabut jeera’ (cumin) was taken from the shop 

of one Mohd Rashid in Islamabad area. 

“One sample each of khoya, skimmed milk pow-

der, ghee and mixed milk were taken from a 

mawa-manufacturing unit of one Kalua in 

Sardhana’s Nai Basti area. Besides, 249 kg of 

skimmed milk powder worth Rs 94,620 and 74 

kg of ghee worth Rs 33,000 were seized for mis-

branding,” said Dheeran. 

One sample of barfi was also taken from one 

Hanumant Sweets in Jawahar Nagar on Rohta 

road and 20 kg of stale barfi worth Rs 5,600 was 

destroyed at the spot. “Also, one sample of 

barfi was taken from Jai Durga Sweets on Roor-

kee road and 5 kg of rasgulla worth Rs 1,250 

was destroyed for being stale,” said Dheeran. 
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Milk producers to protest tomorrow against RCEP deal 
OCTOBER 22, 2019 01:28 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/milk-producers-to-protest-tomorrow-against-rcep-deal/arti-

cle29762226.ece 

ilk producers across the district will 

hold a massive protest here on 

Wednesday to oppose the idea of 

opening up the Indian market to global milk 

producers. 

The NDA government at the Centre is all set to 

enter into an agreement with milk-producing 

countries like New Zealand and Australia under 

the proposed Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP), to import cheaper 

milk and milk products. This would adversely af-

fect Indian dairy farmers, said office-bearers of 

Mandya Zila Haalu Utpadakara Horata Samiti. 

The Centre has decided to sign the RCEP pact 

with 15 other countries. It should reject the pro-

posal as it would kill the dairy farming sector in 

the country, they told presspersons here on 

Monday. They termed the Centre’s decision to 

allow duty-free imports of milk, cheese, butter, 

milk powder and other products from other 

countries a ‘death knell’ for the dairy and agri-

culture sector in the country. 

The Free Trade Agreement (FTA) under the 

RCEP would adversely impact the livelihood of 

10 crore milk producers across the country, the 

samiti members said. They also strongly op-

posed the import of silk, sugar, coffee, areca, 

pepper, rubber and other products from over-

seas countries. 

According to them, milk producers across the 

country would take out a protest rally on the 

Bengaluru-Mysuru highway from Silver Jubilee 

Park, block traffic on the highway and also stage 

a demonstration outside the office of Deputy 

Commissioner on Wednesday. 

 

Milk Quality Largely Safe, Presence of Aflatoxin M1 Residues Raises Concern: FSSAI Sur-

vey 
October 21, 2019 5:00 PM IST 

https://www.india.com/business/milk-quality-largely-safe-presence-of-aflatoxin-m1-residues-raises-concern-fssai-

survey-3814556/ 

 

ew Delhi: Putting an end to the percep-

tion of large scale adulteration in milk 

across the country, the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) re-

cently released the full report of a survey it con-

ducted in the name of ‘National Milk Safety and 

Quality Survey 2018’, saying only 12 out of 

6,432 samples of milk were adulterated across 

the country. 

The survey further stated that six samples were 

found adulterated with hydrogen peroxide, 

three with detergents, two with urea and one 

sample was found to have neutralisers. 

“No samples were found with boric acid and ni-

trates, the other two possible adulterants. Out 
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of 12 adulterated samples, nine were in Tel-

angana, two from Madhya Pradesh and one 

from Kerala,” it stated 

A survey found a surprise with the presence of 

Aflatoxin M1 residues beyond permissible limits 

in 368 out of 6,432 samples that is 5.7% of the 

samples. 

Saying that a detailed survey on the presence of 

Aflatoxin M1 in milk has been done in the coun-

try for the first time, the FSSAI stated that Afla-

toxin M1 comes in the milk through feed and 

fodder which are currently not regulated in the 

country. 

The survey further stated the states which have 

highest levels of Aflatoxin M1 residues in milk 

are Tamil Nadu (88 out of 551 samples), Delhi 

(38 out of 262 samples) and Kerala 37 out of 

187 samples). 

However, the FSSAI clarified that it is commit-

ted to zero tolerance for any adulteration and 

contamination of milk. 

As per the survey, 77 out of 6,432 samples had 

residues of antibiotics above the permissible 

limits. The states where it is more prevalent are 

Madhya Pradesh (23 out of 335 samples), Ma-

harashtra (9 out of 678 samples) and UP (8 out 

of 729 samples). “Only one raw milk sample in 

Kerala was found to contain pesticide residue 

above the permissible level,’ it stated. 

The survey, however, showed that about 41% 

samples fall short of the quality parameter. 

Both raw and processed samples were found 

non-compliant on account of low fat or low SNF 

(solid not fat) or both. 

The survey found another surprise which was 

the presence of Maltodextrin in 156 out of 6432 

samples and Sugar in 78 out of 6432 samples. 

This mainly was found in processed milk. 

With the objective to monitor safety and quality 

of liquid milk, the survey was conducted from 

May, 2018 to October 2018 covering all states 

and UTs. 

For the survey purpose, a total of 6,432 samples 

of milk were collected from 1,103 towns/cities, 

representing both organized (retailers and pro-

cessors) as well as non-organized (local dairy 

farms, milk vendors and milk mandis) sectors. 

 

 

World Animal Protection launches city wide campaign on Better Dairy 
21 oct , 2019 

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/world-animal-protection-launches-city-wide-campaign-on-better-

dairy20191021183649/ 

ew Delhi [India] Oct 21 

(ANI/NewsVoir): International animal 

welfare organisation -World Animal 

Protection launched their city-wide 'Better 

Dairy campaign in New Delhi on Saturday, Octo-

ber 19. India is home to over 299 million cattle, 

90 million of whom live in urban and peri-urban 

areas. The millions within city limits suffer gross 

atrocities every day. 

The includes a unique ice cream cart that de-

picts the cruelty and suffering faced by these 

animals in urban and peri-urban dairies. 

The first stop of the ice cream cart was at Dilli 

Haat where hundreds of people gathered to un-

derstand the problem and get involved in end-

ing the plight of dairy animals. The ice cream 

cart will travel to different parts of Delhi to 

spread awareness about the suffering of dairy 

animals. 

N 

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/world-animal-protection-launches-city-wide-campaign-on-better-dairy20191021183649/
https://www.aninews.in/news/business/world-animal-protection-launches-city-wide-campaign-on-better-dairy20191021183649/


Through what is termed as the 'Menu of Cruelty 

World Animal Protection wants to bring to light 

the five freedoms that are being denied to 

these dairy animals. "This is an important initia-

tive where we want to show people the cruelty 

being endured by dairy animals in urban and 

peri-urban dairies. People should know what is 

really inside their milk. It contains the suffering 

of these dairy animals," said Gajender K 

Sharma, Country Director, World Animal Protec-

tion 

India. An estimated 50 million dairy animals suf-

fer every day in India and a significant number 

of these suffer the worst cruelty as they live in 

unacceptable conditions in these urban and 

peri-urban dairies. 

They are often confined to large dark rooms 

without windows or natural light, are perma-

nently tethered with barely any room to move, 

they lie in their own faeces all day without ac-

cess to clean water, good quality feed or any 

healthcare. 

World Animal Protection is working closely with 

dairy companies to ensure that milk is not 

sourced from urban and peri-urban dairies. Due 

to their efforts and the commitment by the 

companies, better welfare is now possible for 

over 526,000 animals. 

"Till now six dairy companies have signed a for-

mal commitment that they will not source milk 

from urban and peri-urban dairies. But more 

needs to be done. Some major companies are 

yet to give that commitment and we are work-

ing with them to ensure that they too commit 

to high welfare dairy products," he added. 

The importance of animal welfare across supply 

chains is also evident internationally as seen in 

the global Business Benchmark for Animal Wel-

fare (BBFAW), which covers more than 100 of 

the largest food companies, including Fonterra, 

Nestle and Groupe Danone. 

Locally, recent visits to Indian rural farms imple-

menting the minimum dairy welfare require-

ments have realized a range of important bene-

fits. Not only are their cows in good condition, 

loose housed, with continual access to water, 

comfortable bedding and shade but they are 

also producing more milk and are in better 

health. 

This story is provided by NewsVoir. ANI will not 

be responsible in any way for the content of this 

article. (ANI/NewsVoir) 

The matter of polluted milk revealed in the report, Kamal Nath said - campaign to con-

tinue against adulteration 
Oct 20 2019 01:36 PM 

https://english.newstracklive.com/news/kamalnath-statement-on-operation-against-adulteration-of-milk-mc25-

nu-1043650-1.html 

 

hopal: After the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Authority of India (FSSAI) report 

made a big disclosure of adulteration in 

milk, the Kamal Nath government of Madhya 

Pradesh has decided that it will study this re-

port, as well as against adulterated hooves in 

the state The campaign will continue. In the re-

cently released report of FSSAI, it is said that 

there is a problem of adulteration of milk, ra-

ther it is a serious issue of polluting milk. 

B 

https://english.newstracklive.com/news/kamalnath-statement-on-operation-against-adulteration-of-milk-mc25-nu-1043650-1.html
https://english.newstracklive.com/news/kamalnath-statement-on-operation-against-adulteration-of-milk-mc25-nu-1043650-1.html


Regulatory studies have reported that sub-

stances such as aflatoxin-M One, antibiotics and 

pesticides have been found in milk and are 

found more in processed milk. The FSSAI report 

has been taken seriously by the Kamal Nath 

government, many cases of adulterated milk 

and produce have come to light in the state too. 

CM Kamal Nath has said, "FSSAI's National Milk 

Quality Survey-2018 report is quite serious and 

worrying. 

He said that the figures of adulteration in milk 

across the country are surprising. The poison of 

adulteration in the country is ruining a healthy 

society and humanity. Adulterers are enemies 

of society and humanity, they should not be 

spared under any circumstances. Strict actions 

are being taken against the culprits every day. " 

 

 

American dairy products prices may decrease in India 
Oct 20 2019 03:12 PM 

https://english.newstracklive.com/news/american-dairy-products-expected-to-decrease-in-india-sc111-nu-

1043690-1.html 

 

ew Delhi: The prices of American dairy 

products may come down in the Indian 

market. The inter-ministerial commit-

tee of secretaries will consider the matter next 

week. Under this, it is proposed to give relief in 

import duty on products like dairy products, 

medical devices and walnuts. According to 

sources in the Ministry of Commerce and Indus-

try, this step is to be taken as part of negotia-

tions to speed up bilateral trade between India 

and the US. 

It may be decided by the US to make some In-

dian products easier to market. The US is said to 

be able to resume duty relief under the Gener-

alized System of Preference (GSP). Apart from 

some products in the region, it is proposed to 

reduce the rate of import duty on apples and 

walnuts 

Apart from this, the Commerce Ministry has 

also proposed a reduction in import duty on 

pulses, on which the opinion of the Ministry of 

Agriculture has been sought. According to 

sources, it is also proposed to reduce the rate of 

import duty on frozen chicken and bourbon 

whiskey imported from the US. It is proposed to 

reduce the rate of import duty on apple from 50 

per cent to 10 per cent and on nut from 100 per 

cent to ten per cent. A meeting is likely to be 

held on Monday on this issue. 
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Effects of cow slaughter ban show up in livestock census 
October 19, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/quick-take/effects-of-cow-slaughter-ban-show-up-in-livestock-

census/article29742636.ece 

hat the government’s policies for the 

protection of cattle and restrictions on 

its trade combined with vigilantism by 

self-appointed cow protection groups has taken 

a toll on the population growth of indigenous 

breeds of bovines in the belt stretching from 

Maharashtra to Uttar Pradesh is evident from 

the provisional 2019 Livestock Census data re-

leased recently. 

The cow population in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh and Maharashtra declined six per cent 

between 2012 and 2019 with farmers preferring 

to keep buffaloes. The population of buffaloes 

rose over 10 per cent in these three states dur-

ing this period, with Madhya Pradesh reporting 

as much as a 26 per cent increase. Significantly, 

the restrictions and bans have altered the pro-

portion of exotic and indigenous breeds in the 

cattle population - the population of exotic and 

cross-bred cattle rose 27 per cent while that of 

the indigenous breeds fell six per cent between 

2012 and 2019. It is the indigenous breeds of 

cows, in particular, which are actually vener-

ated and worshipped. 

The continuing strident stance of the cow pro-

tection lobby would lead to further changes in 

the mix of cattle and buffaloes, exotic, cross-

bred and indigenous in the years ahead as farm-

ers look for ways to protect their income and 

cut their losses in an environment that has be-

come difficult particularly in the northern and 

western parts of the country. The disruptions in 

established ways of disposing of end of produc-

tive-life cattle has increased distress among 

dairy farmers. 

They are left with no option but to maintain 

such animals or find ways to surreptitiously get 

rid of them by abandoning them in forests or 

pushing them into city roads under the cover of 

darkness, late night. This is the opposite of what 

is needed – a humane end of life for cattle. The 

Union and state government need to recognise 

that the current policies help no one – and cer-

tainly not the small and marginal farmers who 

use earnings from selling off their old cattle to 

invest in new, productive stock. These farmers 

as well as the dairies need to be provided a so-

lution to dispose of cattle that have reached the 

end of their productive life. 

The Livestock Census also throws up some curi-

ous trends that need examination. For instance, 

among the indigenous breeds, the population of 

in- milk cattle has increased 7.9 per cent while 

those reported as dry have declined by 10. per 

cent even as the population of all milch stock 

rose by less than a per cent. In the case of cross-

bred and exotic ones, the population of in-milk 

cows rose by nearly 40 per cent and those dry 

by about 11 per cent, even as the milch popula-

tion expanded by a little of 32 per cent. The 

high proportion of ‘in-milk’ cattle may point to 

higher use of hormones and other means to 

boost lactation, which has other public health 

repercussions. 
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Cancer-causing toxin found in packaged milk in TN, Delhi, Kerala and Hyderabad? 
19th October 2019 01:33 PM 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2019/oct/19/cancer-causing-toxin-found-in-packaged-milk-in-tn-delhi-

kerala-and-hyderabad-2049739.html 

 

EW DELHI:  First the bad news. If adul-

teration of packaged milk delivered 

daily is your biggest worry, think again. 

You ought to be more concerned over its possi-

ble contamination due to Aflatoxin M1, a toxin 

that is carcinogenic, and antibiotic resi-

dues. Samples lifted from Tamil Nadu, Delhi and 

Kerala last year had the highest levels of car-

cinogenic Aflatoxin M1 residues, according to 

the largest quality survey across India con-

ducted by the apex food safety regulator. In 

about 6% of the samples, the presence of Afla-

toxin M1 residues was found beyond permissi-

ble limits. 

Aflatoxin M1 comes in through feed and fodder, 

which are currently not regulated in India. The 

Aflatoxin M1 contamination is more pro-

nounced in processed milk rather the raw milk. 

But don’t choke on your morning coffee as 

there is enough good news as well. About 93 

per cent of the total 6,432 samples tested na-

tionwide were found safe for human consump-

tion. It’s a different matter that about 41 per 

cent of the samples, though safe, fell short of 

one or the other quality parameter, the “Na-

tional Milk Safety and Quality Survey 2018” car-

ried out by the Food Safety and Standards Au-

thority of India (FSSAI) said. 

The survey was conducted over six months last 

year in over 1,000 towns and cities covering all 

states and Union Territories by an independent 

agency. Both raw and processed samples were 

found non-compliant on norms for low fat or 

low solid non-fat (SNF) or both. “Cattle must be 

properly fed and good farm practices must be 

adopted to improve the amount of fat and SNF 

in milk,” a statement by the FSSAI said, adding 

non-compliance on these parameters could 

lower the quality of raw milk. Of course,  dilut-

ing milk with water, too, reduces its quality. 

Of the adulterated samples, 12 were found un-

fit for human consumption — six had hydrogen 

peroxide, three detergents, two urea and one 

had neutralizers. Nine of the 12 adulterated 

samples were from Telangana, two from 

Madhya Pradesh and one from Kerala. No sam-

ple had boric acid and nitrates, the other two 

possible adulterants. “While there is concern, 

this dispels the widespread perception that liq-

uid milk in the country is largely adulterated,” 

the regulator underscored. 

Telangana 

Half of the milk sold in Telangana does not com-

ply with the standards set by FSSAI. The milk 

survey reports that 108 of the 238 milk samples 

collected from the state were found to be non-

compliant only due to poor quality, of which 41 

were packaged milk samples. Of the 108 poor 

quality milk samples, the highest number (87) 

were due to low levels of SNF (solids not fat), 

which is an important nutrient portion in milk 

apart from milk fat and water. It consists of pro-

teins, carbohydrates and minerals.Also, 29 were 

found to be low on fat, 17 were found to have 

added sugar in them and 14 had Maltodextrin. 

Report card 

Top three states with Aflatoxin M1 residues  
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Tamil Nadu (88 on 551 samples) 

Delhi (38 on 262 samples)  

Kerala (37 on 187 samples) 

456 samples(7% of overall sample size) had con-

taminants that make milk unsafe for consump-

tion 

Top three states with antibiotics residues are 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pra-

desh 

 

Food regulator finds nearly 93% milk samples safe for consumption 
19, oct 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/food-regulator-finds-nearly-93-milk-samples-safe-for-consumption/arti-

cleshow/71657275.cms 

EW DELHI: The country's food regula-

tor Food Safety and Standards Author-

ity of India FSSAI ) has found nearly 

93% of milk samples tested under the National 

Milk Safety and Quality Survey 2018 safe for hu-

man consumption though presence of contami-

nants in processed milk was a worrying find. 

Though safe, about 41% samples were non-

compliant and fell short of one or more quality 

parameter and some 7% samples had safety is-

sues due to contaminants like aflatoxin-M1, an-

tibiotics and pesticides. Out of the total 6,432 

samples of milk tested, about 456 samples 

failed the examination. 

Of the 456 samples, only 12 were found to have 

been deliberately adulterated through use of 

adulterants such as urea, hydrogen peroxide, 

detergent or urea, findings of the survey show. 

Though the results are overall satisfactory, 

given the wide use of milk, particularly for in-

fants and children, a higher pass percentage 

would instil more confidence in the public. 

Emphasising that issues of contamination are 

bigger than adulteration in milk, the regulator 

said the presence of Aflatoxin-M1 in samples of 

processed milk sold by organised players is a se-

rious concern. 

Non-compliance with presence of Aflatoxin M1, 

antibiotics and pesticides were higher in sam-

ples of processed milk as compared to raw milk. 

Aflatoxin-M1 is the result of poor storage prac-

tices of animal feed and fodder. Tamil Nadu, 

Delhi and Kerala were the top three states with 

highest levels of Aflatoxin M1 residues. Madhya 

Pradesh topped the list for antibiotics. 

"Presence of of Aflatoxin M1 in processed milk 

sold by organised players is a key concern. This 

is a wake up call for dairies. To address these is-

sues, we are instituting a scheme for testing 

and sampling for organised dairy. It will be im-

plemented from January 1, 2020," FSSAI chief 

executive Pawan Agarwal said. 

The adulteration was mainly on account of low 

fat or low SNF (solid non fat) or both. The regu-

lator said non-compliance on these parameters 

in raw milk could be because of species, quality 

of feed and fodder or due to dilution of milk 

with water. Non-compliance of fat and SNF in 

standardised or processed milk is however sur-

prising. 

The survey - the first comprehensive one - was 

conducted by a third party between May, 2018 

to October 2018 covering all states and UTs. It 

entailed both organised (retailers and proces-

sors) as well as non-organised (local dairy farms, 

milk vendors and milk mandis) sectors. Number 

of samples collected was linked to population 
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and covered different types of milk (raw and 

processed of various types). 

 

J&K Mission for Dairy Development to be established 
OCTOBER 18, 2019 

https://kashmirlife.net/jk-mission-for-dairy-development-to-be-established-217837/ 

 

rinagar 

Chief Secretary, B V R Subrahmanyam 

Friday chaired a meeting here to re-

view the status of dairy sector and dis-

cuss the modalities for baseline survey 

by the National Dairy Development Board 

(NDDB) and implementation of the Special 

Package for dairy development projects. 

 

Financial Commissioner, Finance Department, 

Joint Secretary, Cattle and Dairy Development, 

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying, Government of India,  Chairman, Na-

tional Dairy Development Board, Anand Gujrat, 

Managing Director, GCCMMF Ltd (Amul), 

Anand, Gujrat, Chairman, J&K Bank/President 

Lead Bank J&K, Director, Animal Husbandry 

Jammu/Kashmir/Ladakh, CGM/DGM NABARD, 

J&K, CEO JKMPCL, Director, Finance Ani-

mal/Sheep Husbandry Department, Director, 

Planning Animal / Sheep Husbandry Depart-

ment, Nodal Officer, Dairy Development and 

other senior officers participated in the meet-

ing. 

Principal Secretary, Animal and Sheep Hus-

bandry department, Dr Asgar Samoon informed 

that as per the 20th Livestock Census conducted 

in 2019, Jammu and Kashmir has a livestock 

population of 82 Lakh. He said Milk Production 

as per ISS data 2018-19 is 2541 TMT. He said for 

improving milk production and productivity in 

Jammu and Kashmir, the Department is looking 

at various interventions including genetic up-

gradation of Cattle, Cattle Induction, Fodder De-

velopment, Milk Procurement and Processing 

and Health Cover and Risk Management. 

Dr Samoon said that Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India 

has agreed to distribute 15000 Dairy Units of 

two cows each as a special package for Jammu 

and Kashmir under the Dairy Entrepreneurship 

Development Scheme  (DEDS) as a beneficiary 

oriented scheme financed by NABARD through 

commercial banks. 

With regard to conduct of baseline survey, Chief 

Secretary asked NDBB to complete the survey 
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by December 1st, 2019 and evaluation of data 

and formulation of DPR by January, 2020. 

The Milk Production Expansion Plan proposal of 

the Jammu and Kashmir Milk producers Cooper-

ative Limited (JKMPCL) for raising capacity of 

JKMPCL from 50,000 LPD  of milk production to 

2.5  Lakh LPD in the next three years was also 

discussed during the meeting. Chief Secretary 

asked Principal Secretary, Animal and Sheep 

Husbandry Department to work out a strategy 

for implementation of the Milk Production Ex-

pansion Plan across J&K. 

Chief Secretary asked Principal Secretary, Ani-

mal and Sheep Husbandry Department to initi-

ate the process for setting up of J&K Mission for 

Dairy Development with a full time Mission Di-

rector and supporting staff. He observed that 

focus of the Government will be firstly to en-

hance milk production in areas that are recep-

tive, offer huge potential for dairy development 

and then move ahead to saturate entire Jammu 

and Kashmir. “Our aim in the first instance is to 

reach the target of zero deficiency in domestic 

milk production”, he observed. 

 

Livestock census hints at rise in cattle being abandoned 
Oct 18, 2019 04:46 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/livestock-census-hints-at-rise-in-cattle-being-abandoned/story-

TlqYyoeTYHTc3l3yovGxON.html 

 

he Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Hus-

bandry & Dairying has released the key 

results of the 20th livestock census. A 

comparison of the results with previous statis-

tics shows that cattle population has increased 

in the country. However, a closer reading of the 

statistics suggests that there may have been 

some increase in cattle owners abandoning un-

productive animals. The numbers also suggest 

that a ban on cattle slaughter could have led to 

an increase in the number of cattle being aban-

doned. 

The livestock census gives a break-up of female 

cattle kept for milk purposes, referred to as 

milch cattle, into in-milk and dry animals. The 

dry animal category can include two kinds of 

animals; those temporarily dry and those past 

milk giving age for good. These figures are given 

for exotic/crossbreed and indigenous categories 

of cattle and buffaloes. In all three categories, 

the share of dry animals in total number of 

milch cattle has gone down compared to the 

2012 livestock census. This is something which 

had not happened between the 2007 and 2012 

livestock censuses. 
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The livestock census is conducted across house-

holds as well as non-households. According to 

the report of the 19th Livestock census, non-

households include farm houses and institu-

tions i.e. cooperative societies, trusts, temples, 

mosque, church, gurudwaras. This means that 

even animals living in registered cow-shelters 

are likely to be counted in the census. 

The census has also given state-wise details for 

cattle population for some big states. Three out 

of four states – Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra and Odisha – which have experi-

enced a decline in cattle population, had anti-

cow slaughter laws passed in 2012 or after that. 

While cattle slaughter was banned when BJP 

governments came to power in Maharashtra 

(2014) and Uttar Pradesh (2017), the Madhya 



Pradesh government’s law to make the cow 

slaughter law more stringent received presiden-

tial sanction in 2012. 

A decline in cattle population in states which 

banned cattle slaughter and a reduction in 

share of dry animals in total milch cattle sug-

gests that people could be abandoning animals 

where it is difficult to dispose them in the mar-

ket. This has caused disruption in cattle econ-

omy which may adversely impact farm incomes 

also, said Siraj Hussain, former secretary of agri-

culture and Visiting Senior Fellow ICRIER. 

 

FSSAI Milk Survey finds 7% samples unfit for consumption 
October 18, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/fssai-milk-survey-finds-7-samples-unfit-for-consumption/arti-

cle29737315.ece 

flatoxin-M1 in processed milk samples 

sold by organised sector a key concern: 

CEO 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of In-

dia (FSSAI) said that about 7 per cent of the 

samples tested under the National Milk Safety 

and Quality Survey 2018 were found to have 

safety issues largely due to the presence of con-

taminants such as Aflatoxin-M1, pesticides and 

antibiotics. 

It added that nearly 93 per cent of the milk 

samples tested were found to be safe for con-

sumption. 

This is the first-of-its kind comprehensive survey 

that FSSAI has conducted through a third-party 

agency. The survey was conducted from May to 

October 2018 covering all States and UTs. The 

regulator believes that the outcome of the sur-

vey will help dispel misinformation and myths 

regarding safety of liquid milk in the country. 

Out of the total 6,432 samples of liquid milk 

which were tested, 456 samples (7.1 per cent) 

were found to be unsafe due to contaminants 

such as Aflatoxin-M1, antibiotics or pesticides. 

Of these 456 samples, only 12 samples were 

found have been “deliberately adulterated” 

through use of adulterants such as urea, hydro-

gen peroxide, detergent or urea. 

Presenting the findings of the National Milk Sur-

vey, Pawan Agarwal, CEO, FSSAI, stated that the 

issue of contamination is bigger than the issue 

of adulteration in milk. He added that the pres-

ence of Aflatoxin-M1 (contaminant) in samples 

of processed milk sold by organised players is a 

serious concern. 

“Aflatoxin-M1 is a contaminant that comes in 

the milk through poor storage practices of ani-

mal feed and fodder. This is the first time we 

have tested for Aflatoxin M1. Tamil Nadu, Delhi 

and Kerala were the top three States with high-

est levels of Aflatoxin M1 resides. The presence 

of Aflatoxin M1 in processed milk sold by organ-

ised players is a key concern,” he added. “This is 

a wake up call for the organised dairy players. 

To address these issues, we are instituting a 

scheme for testing and sampling for organised 

dairy players. It will be implemented from Janu-

ary 1, 2020,” Agarwal said. 

The scheme stipulates sampling points during 

various stages of milk processing, test methods 

and frequency of sampling. Organised players, 

which includes dairy co-operatives and private 

players, will need to have a well-equipped in 

house lab for testing and also will need to keep 

records of all tests conducted. 

Meanwhile, nearly 41 per cent of the samples 

tested were found to be non-compliant with 
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FSSAI’s quality standards and had lesser amount 

of fat or low SNF (solids not fat) among others. 

Agarwal said that though these samples fall 

short of quality parameters they are safe for 

consumption. “While non compliance of quality 

standards in raw milk sold by unorganised sec-

tor could be due to dilution with water. But 

non-compliance on account of fat and SNF in 

standardised or processed milk sold by organ-

ised players was surprising,” he added. 

FSSAI will be using the survey findings to iden-

tify regions in various States where liquid milk 

quality and safety issues are more prevalent so 

that surveillance and enforcement efforts can 

be stepped up. It has also communicated this to 

State governments. 

Festival season vigil 

After liquid milk, the regulator has next set its 

sights on assessing quality and safety of milk 

products such as ghee, khoya and paneer. 

Agarwal said keeping in mind the festival sea-

son, FSSAI has started an elaborate surveillance 

exercise at 44 locations in the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi to collect and test samples of 

such milk products till the first week of Novem-

ber. 

“We believe this will help us understand the 

safety and quality issues prevalent in milk prod-

ucts such as ghee, khoya and paneer,” Agarwal 

added. 

 

37.7% of processed milk samples fail to meet quality norm: FSSAI study 
OCTOBER 18, 2019 17:17 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/377-of-processed-milk-samples-fail-to-meet-quality-norm-fssai-

study/article29735122.ece 

 

n case of raw milk, non-compliance was 

even at higher rate at 47% of the total sam-

ples of 3,825. 

Processed milk, including of major brands, have 

failed to meet the prescribed quality norm in 

37.7 per cent of the total samples tested, ac-

cording to a Food Safety and Standards Author-

ity of India (FSSAI) study. 

In safety parameters too, 10.4% of the pro-

cessed milk samples were non-compliant, much 

higher than 4.8% in raw milk. 

Adulteration was found in only 12 of the total 

samples surveyed with maximum reported in 

Telangana, followed by Madhya Pradesh and 

Kerala, the study said. 

The FSSAI study collected a total 6,432 milk 

samples from 1,103 towns and cities between 

May and October 2018 in all states and union 

territories. About 40.5% of the total sample was 

processed milk, while the rest was raw milk. 

To check this, the regulator has directed the or-

ganised dairy sector to strictly start complying 

with the quality norms, and put in place ‘testing 

and inspection’ at entire value chain by January 

1, 2020. 
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“Common man believes that adulteration is 

more in milk. But our study shows that contami-

nation was more a serious problem than adul-

teration. It is unacceptable to see contaminants 

in processed milk including in big brands,” FSSAI 

CEO Pawan Agarwal said after releasing the 

study. 

More than adulteration, contaminants was a se-

rious problem as substances such as Aflatoxin-

M1, antibiotics and pesticides were found more 

in the processed milk, he said. 

On adulteration, Mr. Agarwal said, “While, 

there is concern, but this dispels wide spread 

speculation that liquid milk in the country is 

largely adulterated“. 

Sharing the findings of the study, the CEO said 

as far as the safety parameter was concerned, 

about 10.4% of the total processed milk sam-

ples (of 2,607) failed to comply with the FSSAI 

norm as contaminants like aflatoxin-M1, antibi-

otics and pesticides were found. 

“The problem of Aflatoxin-M1 is more dominant 

in processed milk than the raw milk. Tamil 

Nadu, Delhi and Kerala were top three states 

where Aflatoxin residue was found maximum,” 

Mr. Agarwal said. 

Aflatoxin-M1 comes in the milk through feed 

and fodder which are currently not regulated in 

the country, he said, adding that it is for the 

first time such a detailed survey of presence of 

this residue in milk has been done in the coun-

try. 

There is no proper lab to test this residue in the 

country. Efforts are being made to invest in 

testing machines that can detect the residue of 

Aflatoxin-M1, he added. 

In terms of quality, the survey found that 37.7% 

of the total sample of processed milk did not 

comply with quality parameters because the 

presence of contaminants such as fats, SNF, 

Maltodextrin and sugar were above the permis-

sible limits, he said. 

In case of raw milk, non-compliance was even at 

higher rate at 47% of the total samples of 3,825. 

Stating that it is a wake up call for the organised 

dairy sector, the FSSAI CEO said: “The presence 

of fats and SNF (solids-not-fat) were not as per 

the standards specified by the FSSAI. We hope 

the organised sector will take action and comply 

with the standards in the next 6-8 months.” 

Asked if action will be taken against them, he 

said, “They may disagree with us and challenge 

our study but they have to comply with the 

FSSAI standard“. 

A new scheme of ‘testing and inspection’ has 

been launched, which dairy units have to com-

ply with in their entire value chain by January 1, 

2020, he said. 

To ensure raw milk of unorganised sector com-

plies with quality norms, the state governments 

have been asked to create awareness among 

farmers to use the right quality feed and fodder, 

he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FSSAI plans to train food safety workers 
17 October 2019 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/fssai-plans-to-train-food-safety-workers-67292 

 

nion health minister Harsh Vardhan 

launched the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Authority of India's (FSSAI) ‘Food 

Safety Mitra’ (FSM) scheme on October 16, 

2019 — the World Food Day.  

The scheme will increase transparency in 

the food business and reduce hassle, the gov-

ernment claimed, by training individuals to as-

sist food business operators (FBO) with registra-

tion and licencing. 

‘Mitra’ is the word for ‘friend’ in several Indian 

languages. 

They will have three roles. 

A digital mitra will file new applications for li-

censing or registration, respond to queries and 

look into suspended licenses or registration. 

A trainer mitra will train food safety supervisors 

and conduct trainings at ‘Eat Right’ campuses 

certified by the FSSAI. 

A hygiene mitra will conduct audits at FBO out-

lets to check if they are implementing hygiene 

safety guidelines. Hygiene mitras will also train 

food safety supervisors and food handlers 

about safe and hygienic practices to handle 

food. 

FBOs will need to pay the service providers Rs 

100-Rs 5,000. 

Those keen to be FSMs will need to register on 

the FSSAI website from November 26, 2019. A 

graduation in food safety or hygiene will be re-

quired. 

Selected applicants will be interviewed after an 

online test. Those successful will be trained by 

the FSSAI and certified. The certificate will need 

to be renewed every two years. They will be eli-

gible to assist more than 25 FBOs to comply 

with the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 

2006. 

The government has already selected an initial 

15 mitras, whose certificates were awarded on 

October 16. 

The scheme will majorly “focus on small FBOs 

and food vendors to enable food safety ecosys-

tems at the ground level,” Pawan Aggarwal, 

chief executive officer of FSSAI, said. He claimed 

that the initiative will create self-employment 

opportunities. 

“Around 50,000 entrepreneurs are expected to 

join the scheme. Through services such as li-

cencing registration, hygiene rating and food 

safety training, we estimate that more than 

2,500,000 FBOs will be engaged,” Aggarwal 

said. 

The FSSAI also introduced an initiative to train 

domestic workers in healthy cooking (eg, using 

less salt and sugar, not reusing cooking oil, 

etc) and another to reduce food wastage.  
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi's new mission: Propel livestock production to increase In-

dia's GDP 
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ew Delhi: Propelling livestock produc-

tion into 'mission mode' would be one 

of the keys for Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi in achieving his ambitious target of 

making India a $5 trillion economy by 2024. 

After brainstorming serial meetings with live-

stock experts, top veterinary scientists and key 

officials of the Animal Husbandry and Dairying 

Ministry, Modi has launched three game-chang-

ing schemes which can turn around the growth 

story of millions of livestock farmers in India. 

The Government estimates that in the next five 

years, livestock farmers will not only save losses 

worth Rs 2.50 lakh crore, but will increase their 

income four times, contributing a major share 

in India's GDP. 

On boosting the Indian economy through signif-

icant increase in livestock production, Atul Cha-

turvedi, Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying told IANS: "The govern-

ment's determination to increase livestock pro-

duction will certainly improve the economy in a 

big way. The three schemes launched by the 

Centre are unprecedented in scale. At the mo-

ment, we are carrying a mammoth exercise to 

assess the expected contribution of livestock 

production in the economy." 

Big schemes 

One of the most senior IAS officers in the Modi 

government, Chaturvedi said that extraordinary 

efforts are being made to implement some of 

the biggest schemes (in the animal husbandry 

sector) in the world. "We are hopeful that it 

would lead to a fourfold increase in farmers' in-

come by 2024," said Chaturvedi, a zoologist-

turned-bureaucrat, who was earlier holding a 

key position in the Union Ministry of Com-

merce. 

How focused the Modi government is on the 

livestock production is evident from its very first 

cabinet meeting. A source in the PMO revealed 

that soon after taking oath as Prime Minister for 

the second term, Modi presided over meetings 

related to animal husbandry issues. Subse-

quently, the very first decision of Modi's first 

cabinet meeting was approval of a Rs 13,000 

crore scheme for the benefit of livestock farm-

ers. 

"By 2017-18, Prime Minister Modi (in his first 

term) had decided to push the animal hus-

bandry and dairy (sector) into mission mode be-

cause he realised that growth in this sector is 

over 6 per cent whereas the yearly growth in 

the agriculture sector is just half, at a meagre 3 

per cent. The government was convinced that if 

livestock production is stimulated, the growth 

in animal husbandry and dairy could be raised 

up to 12 to 15 per cent, heralding a revolution 

in the agriculture market," said a key official, 

implementing vaccination of bovines across the 

country. 
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Dairy exports 

Another area of concern for PM Modi has been 

very low dairy exports. Despite being the 

world's largest milk producer, India could never 

break into the list of top 15 milk and dairy ex-

porting countries. The main reason for this was 

that India's major bovine population was af-

fected by several diseases including the Foot 

and Mouth Disease (FMD). 

The high sanitation norms and health parame-

ters in western countries rejected import of In-

dian milk and dairy products. The situation was 

similar in other livestock products. Besides, the 

average yearly production of milk per cow was 

not even one fourth. Government data reveals 

an Indian cow's average yearly milk production 

is around 2,000 kg while in the US, the figure 

crosses the 10,000 kg mark. In Israel, the aver-

age yearly milk production by a single cow is 

nearly 12,000 kg which raises questions about 

the very low milk yield per cow in India. 

On issues which hinder the growth of livestock 

production in the country, Chaturvedi identified 

three key problems were the biggest barriers 

for farmers for yielding less profit. 

"Prevailing diseases in farm animals, poor nutri-

tion value (of fodder provided to them) and low 

quality of breeding are the main reasons behind 

sluggish growth. The government is addressing 

all these problems. For instance, a large force of 

volunteers will undertake the world's biggest-

ever vaccination drive by injecting 1,056 million 

doses every year. The result would definitely 

free Indian bovines from FMD, resulting in wide 

acceptance of Indian milk and dairy products 

across the world," said Chaturvedi, a 1986 batch 

IAS officer of Assam and Meghalaya cadre. 

Recently, when PM Modi launched a cattle vac-

cination programme in Mathura, he also laid 

emphasis on developing best breeds in live-

stock. A much better breed of cattle would ena-

ble the farmers to pocket six-to-eight times 

more profit than what they are usually earning 

now. India has also hired the services of two 

American companies, considered to be the 

most advanced in artificial insemination tech-

nology to produce healthier livestock. The farm-

ers would now have a choice of breeding only 

cows rather than bulls. The new technology of 

insemination provides sex-sorted semen 

wherein the farmers can ensure that only fe-

male calves are born. The inseminated cows us-

ing semen of genetically superior bulls can also 

ensure increased milk production and better 

fertility. 

Policy makers in the government's think tank, 

Niti Aayog, are also hopeful that by increasing 

livestock production in quality and quantity, ru-

ral India can contribute to India's GDP in a sig-

nificant way. According to a Niti Aayog official, 

animal husbandry and dairying can reap profits 

up to ten times more when compared with agri-

culture production by and large limited to kharif 

or rabi crops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Milk adulteration raids lead to violent attacks on the Punjab Food Authority 
17 October 2019 

https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/95971/milk-adulteration-raids-lead-to-violent-attacks-on-the-punjab-

food-authority/ 

 

he Punjab Food Authority (PFA) has 

raided food and beverage production 

sites and seized thousands of kilograms 

worth of adulterated or ‘unsafe’ products. 

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA), which en-

forces food hygiene and quality standards as 

described in the Punjab Food Authority Act 

2011 and the Pure Food Rules 2011, in the city 

of Lahore, Pakistan, has raided food and bever-

age production sites and seized thousands of 

kilograms worth of adulterated or ‘unsafe’ 

products. 

This includes raids of chicken shops and facto-

ries, thousands of kilograms of spices and 

sauces failing lab testing, 103 cooking oil brands 

being declared unfit for health and, most re-

cently, the raids of milk adulterers.     

In a recent October 2019 raid, approximately 

5,000 litres of chemically contaminated milk 

were discovered in a tanker vehicle. PFA Direc-

tor General Captain, Muhammad Usman, said 

that milk was being supplied to the Liaqat Milk 

Shop in the city of Lahore, but the PFA report-

edly foiled the supply attempt by taking timely 

action against the milk carrier vehicle. 

The provincial food regulatory body also acted 

against the shopkeeper and seized a further 

1,500 litres of adulterated milk in a separate 

raid. 

Usman said that the PFA has recovered more 

than 100,000 litres of adulterated milk over the 

period of just one week. However, the raids 

were often met with violent responses with 

three members of PFA being seriously injured in 

a shooting during a conducted raid against milk 

adulterators in Sahiwal. 

According to the PFA, another attack occurred 

in September 2019 when the PFA raided a unit 

suspect of producing adulterated milk and milk 

powder. A group attacked the food safety team 

with weapons, and took a PFA member hos-

tage, reportedly subjecting them to “continuous 

beating and slapping”. Police intervened and 

the hostage was released, but the owner of the 

unit, Dr Khalid, fled the scene. 

“The Punjab Food Authority is working to en-

sure the provision of adulteration-free food 

throughout the province,” Usman concluded. 
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Locking horns: Brazilian Gir vs Indian varieties 
October 17, 2019 6:58:45 pm 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/locking-horns-brazilian-gir-cow-vs-indian-varieties-of-cow-6072459/ 

arlier this year, the government had 

floated tenders to import one lakh 

doses of frozen semen of progeny 

tested Gir bull from Brazil for artificial insemina-

tion 

.  

With the Centre deciding to import the semen 

of Gir bulls from Brazil in its attempt to promote 

indigenous varieties of cows in the country, cat-

tle breeders Satyajit Khachar and Ghanshyamji 

Vyas, who are known for preserving the Gir 

breed of cows in the state, have led the protests 

against the government’s move. 

Earlier this year, the government had floated 

tenders to import one lakh doses of frozen se-

men of progeny tested Gir bull from Brazil for 

artificial insemination. With farmers in India 

preferring high milk-yielding breeds such as the 

Jersey, over time, indigenous varieties of cattle 

have witnessed a steady decline. 

The government zeroed in on Brazil’s Gir variety 

since the breed has its origin in India — the 

bulls are believed to be the progeny of Gir cows 

imported from India, including Krishna, a bull 

gifted by the royal family of erstwhile princely 

state of Bhavnagar to Brazil in the 20th Century. 

Khachar and Vyas claim the Brazilian Gir cows 

are not pure breed and say the government’s 

decision will end up destroying the pure Gir 

breed native to India. They have found support 

from RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, who, during his 

Vijayadashmi address, questioned, “Why are we 

asking Brazil for semen for cows when India has 

its own cows?” 

 

Maharashtra withdraws subsidy on milk powder exports 
October 17, 2019 2:43:17 AM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/maharashtra-withdraws-subsidy-on-milk-powder-exports/1737773/ 

okul Milk MD DV Ghanekar said the GR 

issued by the government was being 

interpreted wrongly and there was no 

connection between the two sops. Therefore, 

the government should not stop this. 

 

Amid the Assembly election fever in Maharash-

tra, the state government has done away with 

the subsidy of `50 per kg on export of milk pow-

der. 

Under a scheme announced by the state gov-

ernment in July 2018, the government had put a 

subsidy of `50 per kg for export of milk powder 

and a subsidy of `5 per litre for farmers. 

After there were protests of dairy farmers 

across the state, the Maharashtra Government 

had announced in July a subsidy of `5 per litre. 

Under the plan, the dairies were given a subsidy 

of `5 per litre so that retail prices of milk were 
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maintained. The scheme was extended regu-

larly till it lapsed on April 30 this year. 

According to the GR issued by the government, 

a subsidy of `50 per kg was announced on the 

export of milk powder in July 2018. At the same 

time, the government also announced a subsidy 

of `5 per litre on the procurement of liquid milk. 

Therefore, two subsidies cannot be imple-

mented at the same time, the government said 

in the circular. There are at least 25-30 milk 

powder processing plants in the state but the 

sector is dominated by a few players and the 

rates given to farmers are also decided by 

these, according to industry people. 

The government, therefore, established a study 

committee under chief secretary Anoop Kumar 

and milk commissioner Narendra Poyam, 

among others. The committee concluded that 

one subsidy can work at a time and both subsi-

dies cannot be given to the sector simultane-

ously. 

Gokul Milk MD DV Ghanekar said the GR issued 

by the government was being interpreted 

wrongly and there was no connection between 

the two sops. Therefore, the government 

should not stop this. He said the Gokul had al-

ready written to the government seeking the 

export subsidy on production of milk powder. 

Representatives of dairies said the Maharashtra 

government had not cleared the pending subsi-

dies to dairies when the scheme was in pro-

gress. “The Maharashtra government still owes 

the sector crores of rupees,” an official from a 

private dairy said. Maharashtra’s dairies say 

they will now reduce the procurement price of 

milk by `2. State government officials said a de-

cision to extend the subsidy scheme would have 

to be taken by the government. 

Private and cooperative milk dairies in Maha-

rashtra have raised procurement price for milk 

to a uniform `28 per litre from September 1, a 

move aimed at benefiting farmers in the 

drought-hit areas. These dairies were earlier 

giving farmers between `26-28 per litre. The 

rate of `28 per litre will be given to farmers for 

milk with 3.5% fat and 8.5% solids-not-fat (SNF). 

Do you know What is Long Term Capital 

Gains Tax, Repo Rate, Repo Linked Lending 

Rate (RLLR), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), Pub-

lic Debt? FE Knowledge Desk explains each of 

these and more in detail at Financial Express Ex-

plained. Also get Live BSE/NSE Stock Prices, lat-

est NAV of Mutual Funds, Best equity 

funds, Top Gainers, Top Losers on Financial Ex-

press. Don’t forget to try our free Income Tax 

Calculator tool. 

 

Don’t see hike in dairy prices in next 12-18 months: Raj Kanwar 
October 17, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/dont-see-hike-in-dairy-prices-in-next-12-18-

months-raj-kanwar/article29723913.ece 

ilk procurement and retail prices 

across the country have risen in the 

last few weeks. The price increase 

ranges from Rs 5-8 a litre in different States, 

while the increase in retail prices is put at Rs 5-6 

a litre in the last three to four months. 

Despite a surplus situation last year, prices have 

gone up, while farmers contend that they are 

not getting remunerative prices. Increase in 

cost of labour and raw material too added to 

the overheads of dairy farmers, which led to a 

rise in procurement costs. The industry has 

passed on part of this burden to consumers. 
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In an interview to BusinessLine, Raj Kanwar, 

Chief Executive Officer of Godrej Group com-

pany Creamline Dairy Products Limited, said 

that the dairy industry is growing at 5-6 per 

cent, largely driven by growing urbanisation and 

increase in awareness on the importance of 

consuming dairy products. 

“The time-poor money-rich urban population 

has realised the importance of having value-

added dairy products on their menu. This is 

helping the industry to grow,” Raj Kanwar said. 

Asked about the rise in prices for retail consum-

ers, he said that the industry is witnessing cor-

rection as the cost of production for farmers 

goes up. 

“This year, we expect lower production of milk 

by 5-6 per cent due to erratic rains, which led to 

a shortage of fodder,” he said. 

He, however, felt that the price correction for 

the current cycle has been completed. “We do 

not expect a price rise in the next 12-18 

months,” he said. 

Godrej Agrovet acquired a majority stake in 

2015 in Hyderabad-based Creamline Dairy, 

which has strong presence in the Southern 

states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Telangana and 

Andhra Pradesh. With about 100 chilling cen-

tres and 10 dairy plants, it has a total processing 

capacity of about 1.36 million litres a day. 

“We have recently opened a processing plant at 

Visakhapatnam to cater to the demand in Sri-

kakulam, Vizianagaram and Visakhapatnam dis-

tricts,” the Creamline Dairy CEO said. 

Year Production (Million 

Tonnes) 

Per Capita 

Availibilty 

(gms/day) 

2014-15 146.3 322 

2015-

16 

155.5 337 

2016-

17 

165.4 355 

2017-

18 

176.3 375 

 

Milk producers upset over move to sign RCEP pact 
OCTOBER 17, 2019 22:14 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/kozhikode/milk-producers-upset-over-move-to-sign-rcep-pact/arti-

cle29728299.ece 

ree-trade agreement will hit the tradi-

tional dairy sector’ 

The Malabar Regional Milk Producers 

Union (MRMPU) affiliated to the Kerala Cooper-

ative Milk Marketing Federation (Milma) has 

appealed to the Union government to withdraw 

from its decision to sign the proposed Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnerships (RCEP), 

a free-trade agreement among 10 member 

States of the Association of Southeast Asian Na-

tions, claiming that it will disrupt the traditional 

dairy sector and allied venturers in Kerala. 

Members of the administrative committee of 

MRMPU told reporters here on Thursday that 

the free-trade partnership would directly affect 

over 3 lakh dairy farmers in the Malabar region 

alone. The impact would be equally visible in 

other States like Maharashtra, Gujarat and Kar-

nataka, they said. Yusuf Koroth, convener of the 

committee, said the free-trade agreement, if 
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signed by the government, would facilitate the 

easy import of milk and milk products from 

countries like Australia and New Zealand. “The 

Kerala market will not be able to withstand 

their marketing strategies and competition. The 

result will be a steep fall in the prices of native 

products,” he said. 

The committee members said Milma’s interven-

tion in the milk production and marketing sec-

tor had already fetched commendable results in 

the State’s dairy sector. It had also come up 

with supportive schemes such as interest-free 

loans and treatment aid for thousands of farm-

ers working in the sector, they pointed out. 

Committee member K.S. Mani said the shocking 

decision of the Union government on RCEP 

came at a time when the Milma was planning to 

introduce a number of new products, diversifi-

cation projects and marketing strategies. “The 

signing of such an agreement will directly affect 

the product marketing of Milma in foreign 

countries,” he said. 

K.M. Vijayakumaran, managing director of 

MRMPU, said a lot of innovative ventures were 

under consideration in the Malabar’s dairy sec-

tor as the region had been showcasing an out-

standing performance in the total milk produc-

tion and its annual turn over. 

 

Civil society organisations question govt on RCEP’s benefits when India’s economy is 

slowing 
Oct 16, 2019, 09.50 PM IST 
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rceps-benefits-when-indias-economy-is-slowing/articleshow/71619304.cms 

EW DELHI: Farmer and civil society or-

ganisations on Wednesday questioned 

the government about the benefits of 

the proposed Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement es-

pecially when the economy is going through a 

period of slowdown and there are apprehen-

sions from many sectors. 

They said various sectors of the Indian economy 

including agriculture, dairy, services and data 

would be impacted, going by the leaked texts of 

the agreement and asked why the government 

is involved in e-commerce negotiations in the 

pact when it is opposed to even engaging on 

the subject at the World Trade Organization 

(WTO). 

Stating that major manufacturing sectors are 

facing serious headwinds, essentially due to 

sagging domestic demand, the Forum For Trade 

Justice said: “Acceding to RCEP at this juncture 

will accentuate the uncertainties and could re-

sult in loss of jobs and incomes which the coun-

try can ill afford”. 

“We would like to know the sectors that will 

benefit from RCEP and if the government has 

done any analysis for this. When India’s own 

growth is dipping, does it make sense to share it 

with the others,” said Biswajit Dhar, professor 

at Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

He said that India had foregone revenues of 

$5.3 billion due to preferential rates under FTAs 

in 2018 and at the same time considering re-

leasing sovereign bonds to get some funds. 

The Indian economy grew 5% in the first quar-

ter of the current financial year and most multi-

lateral institutions have scaled down the coun-

try’s growth forecast for the year. The Interna-

tional Monetary Fund on Tuesday cut India's 

growth forecast for 2019 to 6.1% % from the 7% 

made in July and by 1.2% from the 7.3% in April. 

The key sticking point for India in RCEP is its 

trade deficit with China which is feared to in-
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crease once the pact is in place and has pro-

posed different levels of tariff concessions for 

China to safeguard its domestic industry from 

cheap imports. 

“Tariff differential with China will be meaning-

less as they can use the rules of origin which al-

low any product with some value creation in the 

RCEP region to enter Indian markets duty free,” 

said Ranja Sengupta of The Third World Net-

work. 

Dhar said that there are apprehensions about 

the proposed safeguards and the auto trigger 

mechanism to check sudden surge in imports 

The organisations also highlighted the vulnera-

bility of India’s agricultural sector. “The drastic 

reduction in import duty and flooding of cheap 

agricultural produce will negatively impact 

farmgate prices in India,” said Yudhvir Singh, All 

India Coordination Committee of Farmers 

Movements. 

However, he raised questions at the govern-

ment’s estimates of milk production and the 

number of families associated with the dairy 

sector. 

“80% of the milk is produced and consumed lo-

cally and doesn’t reach the dairy sector. 12 

crore families are linked with the sector and not 

1.5 crore,” he said. 

Investment, e-commerce 

The groups also expressed concern at the rules 

on investment and e-commerce. Referring to a 

leaked draft of the investment chapter of the 

agreement, they said Japan wants a ban on caps 

on royalty payments and technology transfers, 

something that will be a drain on India’s reve-

nues 

They said India is negotiating ‘standstill’ and 

‘ratchet’ clauses which mean that the govern-

ments have to freeze their current levels of 

market opening, and if they liberalise more they 

cannot go back. 

Moreover, New Delhi is said to be seeking ex-

clusion from ratchet only on the controversial 

investor state dispute settlement (ISDS) and 

that too pertains to taxation to avoid cases like 

Vodafone. 

“Intellectual property and compulsory license 

are also investments which are protected in the 

bilateral 

investment treaties in ‘public interest excep-

tions’ but not in RCEP”, they said. 

On the issue of data localisation, the groups 

warned that “accepting free global data flows 

as per RCEP demands is to give up all data pol-

icy space and data sovereignty” 

India has proposed locating computing facilities 

inside the country if it is meant to protect its es-

sential security interests and national interests. 

“Such public policy exemptions have never 

worked effectively, especially for developing 

countries,” they cautioned and said that India’s 

involvement in e-commerce negotiations at 

RCEP was unexpected as it doesn’t even talk 

about the subject at the WTO. 

“India is also said to be showing flexibility in e-

transfers and authentication related issues. 

With China’s presence in the group, all technol-

ogy flows will get tilted towards China” 

On services, the organisations asked if India is 

ready to accept labour coming from Myanmar, 

which is an RCEP member 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FSSAI launches Food Safety Mitra for ease of doing business, job creation 
16 Oct 2019, 07:36 PM IST 

https://www.livemint.com/politics/policy/fssai-launches-food-safety-mitra-for-ease-of-doing-business-job-crea-

tion-11571234476663.html 

n a bid to improve the ease of doing busi-

ness, apex food regulator Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) on 

Wednesday launched a scheme --Food Safety 

Mitra (FSM). The scheme will support small and 

medium scale food businesses in compliance to 

the food safety laws. 

FSSAI has said that the scheme will lead to im-

proved ease of doing business by creating a 

transparent and organized ecosystem support-

ing food businesses wherein food businesses 

will be able to get trained service providers at 

fair prices - lowering the costs of compliance. 

“Apart from strengthening food safety, this 

scheme would also create new employment op-

portunities for youth, particularly with food and 

nutrition background. The FSM would undergo 

training and certification by FSSAI to do their 

work and get paid by food businesses for their 

services," said Pawan Agarwal, Chief Executive 

Officer, FSSAI. 

“FSM opens a new dimension to food safety ad-

ministration by augmenting government capac-

ity and providing services to food businesses, 

particularly small and medium food businesses 

in the area of registration and licensing, training 

and hygiene rating. Through FSM, FSSAI plans to 

engage motivated individuals with the food 

safety ecosystem at ground level," he said. 

A Food Safety Mitra is an individual professional 

certified by FSSAI who assists in compliances re-

lated to FSS Act, Rules and regulations with 

three avatars viz. Digital Mitra, Trainer Mitra 

and Hygiene Mitra depending upon their re-

spective roles and responsibilities. 

The FSSAI has also written to various states to 

implement the scheme properly. It has asked 

that in order to kick start the scheme, the assis-

tance of the Network of Professionals of Food 

and Nutrition in 

India chapters of respective States (where ever 

they exist) may also be taken. 
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Global News 

Greek Orthodox nuns fined $75K by dairy producers for allegedly selling cow milk 
Oct 31, 2019 6:27 PM ET 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/nuns-milk-fine-1.5343543 

 

uns living in a secluded monastery in 

the Laurentians, northwest of Mon-

treal, were shocked to discover they'd 

been fined nearly $75,000  — over cows' milk.    

The Fédération des producteurs de lait du Qué-

bec (PLQ), the group representing Quebec dairy 

producers, accuse the Greek Orthodox nuns at 

the Virgin Mary of Consolatory monastery of 

selling milk products without a permit. 

The monastery's administrator, Sister Macrina, 

said the nuns only own two cows, Guern-

seys which produce milk for the nuns them-

selves and their visitors — milk that is not for 

sale. 

"It's not something we make business out of," 

she said. "Mistakes happen, we're human, but 

you can't fine me for that." 

The nuns do make and sell goat milk products 

from the monastery, but that's not the prob-

lem. 

Sister Macrina said she has tried to get in touch 

with the dairy producers' federation several 

times in the two years since the monastery got 

its cows to find out what its responsibilities are. 

"For two years I've been making phone calls, 

asking questions, just to be enlightened about 

what the law is, because I know it's quite regu-

lated," she said. 

"For all this period of time, no one was com-

municating with me; no one was answering my 

phone calls. I was totally ignored." 

Sister Macrina said she finally spoke with some-

one from the federation who asked her about 

the number of cows at the monastery, what the 

nuns do with the milk, and how many litres the 

cows produce. 

She said she doesn't work directly with the 

cows, and as the call came as she was scram-

bling to make dinner, she got the information 

from one of the other nuns and gave the caller 

a figure. 

"The next thing I see is, I open a letter and I see 

a fine of $75,000 that I received from the PLQ," 

she said. 

The letter states the monastery has produced 

more than 38,000 litres of milk without a quota, 

and that it had 10 days to pay its fine. 

She said the federation's investigation was nei-

ther fair nor transparent: she did not know the 

phone call was being recorded, and she wasn't 

prepared with answers to their questions. 

The nuns do not keep a registry of their cow 

milk production because they consume what 

the cows produce. 

"I understand the point of view of the PLQ," she 

said. "I understand they're doing their job to 

keep control of abuse or misuse of the system, 

and I totally agree with them. But if you want to 

do something like that, do it respectfully." 
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She said the nuns would accept the fine if she 

thought it was merited. 

"If we wanted to abuse the system, I wouldn't 

have been calling them over two years' time," 

she said. 

She said the 26-year-old monastery is already 

struggling to stay afloat, and it doesn't even 

have facilities for the nuns to have their own 

rooms. 

"If, God forbid, we have to pay this amount, it's 

ruining the monastery," she said. "It's destroy-

ing everything we've been trying to do for 26 

years." 

"We're trying to build something — a heritage." 

PLQ spokesperson François Dumontier said the 

federation is just doing its job by fining the 

nuns. He said it has reason to believe the nuns 

have been commercializing the cow milk. 

"The Quebec dairy producers have the mandate 

to apply the Quebec regulation on the milk mar-

keting plan and on the dairy quota regulation," 

he said. "We have a legal mandate to apply 

those regulations." 

He said quotas are critical to the supply man-

agement system and the collective marketing of 

Quebec dairy products. 

Dumontier said he would not comment on the 

investigation into the monastery or what tipped 

his organization off that the nuns had been pro-

ducing milk without a quota. 

"Obviously, nobody is above the law, and those 

regulations need to be respected, so that is why 

action has been taken," he said. 

He also said he would not comment on the next 

steps, but said the federation has shown a will-

ingness to negotiate with the nuns to help them 

comply with provincial regulations. 

 

DEEP DAIRY PRODUCTS TO MODERNIZE WATERLOO PRODUCTION FACILITY 
10/29/2019 5:58 PM 

https://www.cnybj.com/deep-dairy-products-to-modernize-waterloo-production-facility/ 

ATERLOO, N.Y. — Deep Dairy Prod-

ucts, L.L.C., which says it makes “au-

thentic” Indian cheese, plans to 

“modernize” its production facility on Swift 

Street in the village of Waterloo in Seneca 

County. 

Deep Dairy Products is part of the Deep Foods 

Group of companies, which is headquartered in 

Union Township, New Jersey. 

As a result of the upgrades, the company plans 

to create up to 39 new jobs over the next five 

years and will retain 36 jobs, Empire State De-

velopment (ESD) said in a Tuesday news re-

lease. 

The project will allow Deep Dairy Products to 

manufacture onsite additional products that 

were previously made by third-party suppliers. 

It will also increase the amount of milk needed 

from local dairy farmers, ESD noted. 

Deep Dairy Products specializes in the making of 

paneer cheese, ghee, and yogurts. 

The facility upgrades, which are already under-

way, will include the renovation of the nearly 

27,000 square-foot facility and the installation 

of “state-of-the-art” machinery and equipment. 

Deep Dairy Products expects to complete the 

upgrades in late 2023. 

ESD is assisting this project with up to $700,000 

through the Excelsior Jobs tax-credit program in 

exchange for job-creation commitments. The 

project has also been supported by the Village 
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of Waterloo and the Seneca County Industrial 

Development Agency. 

The Waterloo facility is currently supplying the 

cheese and yogurt ingredients for many of the 

Deep Foods frozen-food entrees made at the 

company’s New Jersey plant. Deep Foods had 

previously purchased these raw materials from 

third party suppliers. The planned upgrade of 

the Seneca County facility will allow Deep Dairy 

Products to increase capacity beyond raw mate-

rial production and start manufacturing yogurts, 

lassi drinks (a popular Indian yogurt beverage), 

and other dairy products for retail sale on a 

large scale under the new brand name, ‘Deep 

Indian Kitchen’. 

“We acquired this plant in May of 2018 and are 

excited to now be manufacturing quality paneer 

cheese, yogurts and other dairy products in Wa-

terloo. The abundant supply of high-quality lo-

cal milk and Waterloo’s business friendly atti-

tude have confirmed that last year’s purchase 

of this plant was the right decision and that this 

is the best location for us to expand our dairy 

product production,” Deepak Amin, CEO of 

Deep Foods Group, said in the news release. 

“The incentives being provided by New York 

State enhanced the feasibility of this project 

and influenced our decision to expand and 

modernize the Waterloo plant rather than pur-

chase an alternate facility or use a third party to 

produce our retail dairy products.” 

Founded in 1977, Deep Foods Inc. and its affili-

ated companies employ nearly 4,800 people 

globally, ESD said. 

 

Ben & Jerry’s offering free non-dairy scoops for World Vegan Day 
Oct 28, 2019 

https://www.cbs17.com/news/ben-jerrys-offering-free-non-dairy-scoops-for-world-vegan-day/ 

ALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Ben & Jerry’s is 

celebrating World Vegan Day with free 

ice cream! 

From 4-8 p.m on Nov. 1, participating shops will 

offer a free scoop of non-dairy ice cream or sor-

bet. Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough will be the 

featured non-dairy flavor of the day. 

All Ben & Jerry’s Non-Dairy flavors are made 

with almond milk and are 100% vegan certified. 

“Ben & Jerry’s has been a longtime advocate of 

social causes like marriage equality and climate 

justice, and ensuring that their ice cream is 

made in the best way possible which includes 

sourcing Fairtrade and non-GMO ingredients,” 

the ice cream company said in a release. 
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Sign-ups Low Despite Praise for Dairy Safety Net 
Oct 25, 2019 

https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/sign-ups-low-despite-praise-for-dairy-safety-net/arti-

cle_e1cb42de-4bba-5c29-873e-1fb5bee94dfd.html 

 

nly 36% of Pennsylvania dairy farmers 

have signed up for Dairy Margin Cover-

age, a new federal safety-net program 

that is all but guaranteed to make farmers 

money this year. 

Pennsylvania dairy producers largely shied away 

from the program — which will pay the state’s 

participating farmers close to $24 million this 

year — despite the exhortations of government 

officials, Extension educators, ag lenders and 

dairy organizations. 

USDA even extended the deadline, hoping that 

the last fence-sitters would decide to visit their 

Farm Service Agency office. 

“Don’t leave this kind of financial assistance on 

the table,” Ag Undersecretary Bill Northey 

begged farmers. 

But after the enrollment period finally closed on 

Sept. 27, fewer than 2,300 of Pennsylvania’s 

6,200 dairies had taken the agency up on the 

offer. 

That’s far behind the national participation rate, 

61%, and the rates in other Northeastern and 

major dairy states. 

Observers aren’t quite sure what to make of 

farmers’ reluctance about Dairy Margin Cover-

age, but they acknowledge that farmers had 

particular reason to be wary of this program. 

That story begins with the 2014 Farm Bill, when 

Congress took dairy assistance in a new direc-

tion with the creation of the Margin Protection 

Program. 

Under this plan, farmers got paid when the 

margin — the difference between the milk price 

and the average feed cost — fell below a dollar 

amount selected by the producer. 

The concept was not necessarily bad, but the 

resulting program was, in the words of the Na-

tional Milk Producers Federation, “an effort 

wounded out of the gate because of congres-

sional budget compromises.” 

Margin Protection paid farmers a pittance even 

as the dairy industry sank into the multiyear 

down cycle that persists today. 

The program proved so unpopular that lawmak-

ers restructured it at the beginning of 2018, ra-

ther than waiting for the new Farm Bill negotia-

tions later that year. 

The Farm Bill gave Congress the opportunity to 

overhaul the program even more, and the ver-

sion that became law last December gave the 

program a new name and even more generous 

terms. 

In its current reborn state, Dairy Margin Cover-

age is an “exceptionally good deal” for average-

sized and small farms, said Andrew Novakovic, a 

Cornell University dairy economist, at a confer-

ence last month. 
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A farm’s first 5 million pounds of milk per year 

— the production of about 240 cows — quali-

fies for reduced-price premiums. 

Coverage above that level quickly becomes une-

conomical, but most Pennsylvania dairies are 

small enough to cover their entire production 

with the budget plans. 

Also, USDA rolled out the program in mid-2019 

but made coverage retroactive to January. 

As a result, farmers had an unusually good idea 

of whether the payouts would exceed their pre-

miums by the time they signed up. 

The answer, in most cases, was yes. 

Farmers who enrolled less than 5 million 

pounds are pretty much guaranteed to make a 

profit from the program this year, said Zach My-

ers, risk education manager at the Center for 

Dairy Excellence. 

In fact, dairy producers who chose the higher 

coverage levels could get payments for every 

month from at least January to July, according 

to USDA. 

“For many smaller dairies, the choice is proba-

bly a no-brainer,” Ag Secretary Sonny Perdue 

said in June. 

That assumes farmers, in Pennsylvania and 

around the country, could look past the Margin 

Protection flop. 

Tom Litkea, a dairy farmer in central Wisconsin, 

was still bitter when Dairy Margin Coverage 

rolled out. 

“It’s just a slap in the face that we get nothing 

for our work,” he told his local TV news station 

in June. “We’ve lost thousands, and we get a 

hundred back.” 

To be sure, Dairy Margin Coverage is not dairy 

farmers’ only option. 

From crop insurance agents, farmers can buy 

policies in two USDA-approved programs, Dairy 

Revenue Protection and Livestock Gross Margin 

Insurance. 

Large dairies might want to enroll their first 5 

million pounds of milk in Dairy Margin Coverage 

and cover the rest with Dairy Revenue Protec-

tion, Myers said. 

But in recent surveys, the Center for Dairy Ex-

cellence has found that many Pennsylvania 

dairy farms don’t use any of these risk-manage-

ment tools. 

The surveys provided less insight on why farm-

ers are keeping away. 

“I wish I did (know), so I knew how to address 

it,” Myers said. 

Church and State 

While Dairy Margin Coverage sign-ups were 

particularly soft in Pennsylvania, John Newton 

thinks even the 61% nationwide participation 

could be higher. 

“There are some people that are fundamentally 

or religiously against getting those direct pay-

ments,” Newton, an American Farm Bureau 

Federation economist, said at a forum this week 

in Washington, D.C. 

Some of those religious objections likely come 

from Pennsylvania, which has the nation’s larg-

est population of Amish people. 

The Amish, like Old Order Mennonites and re-

lated groups, generally avoid federal safety-net 

programs. 

While Plain Sect farmers are likely one reason 

participation in the dairy program is low, it’s 

hard to say how big of a dent they make, said 

Steve Nolt, senior scholar at Elizabethtown Col-

lege’s Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist 

Studies. 



While Plain people have a strong farming tradi-

tion, only about a third of households in the 

largest settlement — in Lancaster and south-

western Chester counties — are still farming. 

And among those who are, not all of them are 

dairy farmers, Nolt said. 

The states with the second and third largest 

Amish populations, Ohio and Indiana, also have 

low Dairy Margin Coverage participation. 

But in Indiana at least, religion is likely a minor 

factor in the scant enrollment. Just one-tenth of 

the households in the state’s two largest Amish 

settlements are farming, Nolt said. 

Growing Interest 

The sign-up data does offer some hope to risk-

management advocates. 

More Pennsylvania farms took Dairy Margin 

Coverage than joined the Margin Protection 

Program, and the enrolled production volume 

increased by 1 billion pounds, to 6 billion. 

It also helps to recognize that Pennsylvania has 

the second most dairy farms in the country. 

Pennsylvania actually ranks fourth in the num-

ber of dairies enrolled in Dairy Margin Coverage 

— even though those farms account for just 

one-third of the state’s operations. 

One of those enrollees, Sally Kolb, sees the pro-

gram as a way to keep paying the bills when 

prices fall. 

“I think that this is something that can really 

help,” said Kolb, who farms in East Coventry 

Township, Chester County. 

Kolb was previously enrolled in the Margin Pro-

tection Program. She never got much money 

from it, but with much of her revenue coming 

from the farm’s retail store, she figured she was 

better able to withstand market fluctuations 

than most dairy farmers. 

Still, Kolb likes that the new program responds 

more quickly to low prices, giving farmers a bet-

ter chance at getting paid. 

She has seen farmers complain on social media 

that their Dairy Margin payments have been 

slow, but she said her funding has come 

through on time. 

Kolb sits on her county Farm Service Agency 

board, so she might be more keyed in to risk 

management options than other farmers. 

But now is the time for all of her peers to de-

cide whether to participate in Dairy Margin Cov-

erage next year. 

The 2020 enrollment period opened in early Oc-

tober and ends Dec. 13. 

Payments are not certain for 2020, but Myers, 

of the Center for Dairy Excellence, still recom-

mends that farmers consider signing up, even 

for the highest coverage level. 

Others are bullish too. 

“The DMC program doesn’t replace a healthy 

market, but it is a crucial safety net in turbulent 

times,” said Jim Mulhern, president of the Na-

tional Milk Producers Federation. 

Still, for many farmers, that coverage decision 

may not be clear-cut, and will likely be influ-

enced by their attitudes as much as their finan-

cial calculations. 

 

 

 



Malaysia to set up its biggest dairy farm with help from Qatar 
23 oct 2019 

https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2019/10/23/Malaysia-to-set-up-its-biggest-dairy-farm-with-help-from-

Qatar 

he Federal Land Consolidation and Re-

habilitation Authority, better known as 

Felcra, has tied up with Baladna Food In-

dustries, which has amassed 20,000-plus cows 

at breakneck speed on home sand. 

Under the collaboration, the two companies 

aim to produce 50m liters of milk by 2021. Five 

locations have been identified for the purpose 

in the northern and central regions of peninsu-

lar Malaysia, as well as the Borneo states of Sa-

bah and Sarawak. Felcra will provide the land 

while Baladna will provide the technology and 

the livestock. 

The partnership will involve a development of 

an anchor farm, which is expected to be the big-

gest in the country, with a 10,000-head capacity 

and annual production of 50m liters of milk per 

year. 

Satellite farms, run by Felcra workers, will also 

be developed to supply feedmeal for the dairy 

cattle. It is hoped dairy will serve as a new 

source of revenue for the agency as it looks to 

reduce its over-reliance on palm oil and rubber, 

two of Malaysia’s best-known agricultural com-

modities. 

Within the next two years, the two companies 

aim to double Malaysia’s current fresh milk pro-

duction, in line with government’s food security 

aims. 

Though it is no more than an agreement be-

tween both parties now, the deal is expected to 

be formally concluded and contracts signed in 

early 2020 during a proposed visit by the prime 

minister of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad, to 

Qatar. 

Baladna has form in transforming a country’s 

dairy industry, which is what Malaysia desper-

ately needs after decades of failed attempts at 

expansion. 

It was charged with making Qatar self-sufficient 

in dairy production when the country’s land 

neighbors, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates, erected a trade blockade in June 2017 

in response to their claims that it supported Is-

lamist terrorist groups, which Doha denies. 

To address the country’s growing need for dairy 

supplies, 4,000 cows were airlifted by Baladna 

into Qatar soon after the blockade to create 

what was to become an enormous diary farm. 

The initial 4,000-head herd has since expanded 

fivefold and is well on the way to the 24,000 it 

had targeted in the wake of Qatar’s isolation. 

The animals, most of which have been bought 

from breeders in the US, live in vast air-condi-

tioned sheds at a farm located in Umm al Ha-

waya, about 55 kilometers from the capital city, 

where temperatures can surpass 50 degrees 

Celsius in summer. 

It is not surprising that the legwork ahead of the 

agreement started at the top levels of govern-

ment, due to the politically exposed nature of 

Balandna’s setup. 

The subscription period for the IPO of 1.425bn 

new shares will begin on October 27 and run to 

November 7, with the first day of trading at the 

Qatar Sock Exchange expected on December 11. 

In the IPO, the company plans to sell 75% of its 

share capital on the local stock exchange, while 

proceeds will be used to strengthen the com-

pany’s balance sheet, it said in a statement. 

 

T 

https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2019/10/23/Malaysia-to-set-up-its-biggest-dairy-farm-with-help-from-Qatar
https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2019/10/23/Malaysia-to-set-up-its-biggest-dairy-farm-with-help-from-Qatar


KP Food Authority Discards 600 Liters Of Adulterated Milk 
Wed 23rd October 2019 | 05:30 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-discards-600-liters-of-adul-744331.html 

 

BBOTTABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan 

Point News - 23rd Oct, 2019 ) : Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Food Authority on 

Wednesday discarded 600 liters of adulterated 

milk during a surprise check near Food godowns 

here and imposed 65,000 rupees fine. 

This was stated by the Deputy Director 

of KP Food Authority Adeel Noman in a press 

statement, adding that a team of food authority 

and livestock department collected 72 sam-

ples from 25 vehicles and analyzed in the live-

stock department mobile laboratory. 

Up to 50 percent milk samples contained wa-

ter adulteration which was 11 percent to 43 

percent, during the inspection 12 milk samples 

were collected from the vehicle No. 

RIT-2982 and found all contaminated. The food 

authority team seized the milk and imposed 

heavy fine of 40,000 rupees on the owner of the 

milk. 

Food authority team seized and discarded 600 

milk from various people and imposed a sum of 

65,000 rupees fine on them. Dairy and Livestock 

department and Halal Food Authority Abbotta-

bad has decided to continue joint operations. 

 

Jackson Dairy adding more milk tanks 
 Oct 23, 2019 at 3:00 PM 

https://www.hutchnews.com/news/20191023/jackson-dairy-adding-more-milk-tanks 

ackson Dairy, located next to Dillon’s 

Warehouse on E. Fourth Avenue, will soon 

be adding another new set of milk tanks. 

The business obtained a $950,000 building per-

mit last week from the city of Hutchinson. 

Construction is expected to start this week, said 

Jackson Dairy spokesman Curt Widdison in an 

email. 

The project will add four additional tanks to the 

facility, Widdison said, which should be installed 

in early January. 

“These tanks will add versatility to our process 

and ensure we are able to maintain our high 

freshness expectations for our customers,” he 

said. 

The permit states the project will also include a 

new pad and alcove for Jackson Dairy. The con-

tractor is Wichita builder Conco Inc. 

The facility, owned by Kroger, added a 60,000-

gallon silo just last summer to double capacity 

for its organic Simple Truth Brand milk. 
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Spotlight: U.S. dairy farmers long for U.S.-China trade progress 
2019-10-23 13:23:42 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/23/c_138495895.htm 

ES MOINES, United States, Oct. 22 

(Xinhua) -- Kelly D. Cunningham, 52, a 

dairy farmer from the U.S. state of 

Iowa, was somewhat relieved when news about 

the progress in the new round of trade talks be-

tween Washington and Beijing circulated to the 

Midwestern state. 

"We are very hopeful that the recent step for-

ward will translate into actual movement of 

products and ships being loaded and unloaded 

and products leaving the United States," Cun-

ningham, managing partner of Milk Unlimited 

Dairy Farms, a 3,400-head dairy operation in ru-

ral Cass County of Iowa, told Xinhua in a recent 

interview. 

The dairy producer also voiced his wish that the 

two sides "can have things worked out in a year 

or two." 

Since 2018, the U.S. administration has imposed 

several rounds of additional tariffs on Chinese 

imports, initiating a prolonged trade dispute be-

tween the world's two largest economies. 

As countermeasures, China levied tariffs on a 

list of items imported from the United States, 

including some agricultural products like dairy. 

Earlier this month, the two countries achieved 

substantial progress in multiple areas including 

agriculture, expansion of trade cooperation and 

dispute settlement after holding a new round of 

high-level economic and trade consultations in 

Washington. 

This has renewed the hope of U.S. dairy produc-

ers, who are looking forward to boosting the in-

dustry after almost five years' struggle with low 

milk prices. 

Cunningham, who entered the business in 1998, 

said that sustainable trade with China is crucial 

to the future of the U.S. dairy, especially in its 

pursuit of an ambitious goal to increase export 

by 5 percent. 

"About 15 percent of our production goes over-

seas," he said, adding that the nation aims to 

export 20 percent of its dairy products to over-

seas markets. 

Mexico was the top importer of U.S. dairy prod-

ucts in 2018. China, the third-largest single-

country market for U.S. dairy in the same year, 

has a huge long-range upside as it is expected 

to become the world's largest dairy market-

place within the next few years, said analysts. 

Meanwhile, American dairy producers need 

strong international sales to help offset the 

headwinds they are facing. 

Over the past couple of years, about 10 percent 

of the dairy farms exit the business each year 

across the nation, mainly due to the instability 

of the market, said Cunningham. 

Despite the continuous decline of dairy farms, 

the production of milk has not slowed. Indus-

trial statistics showed that in the past decade, 

U.S. milk production soared 14.5 percent and 

milk production per cow increased 13.5 per-

cent. 

What makes the dairy farmers more disadvan-

taged is the rising competition they face from 

plant-based beverages like soy milk and almond 

milk in the domestic market. 

With the state-of-the-art facility to milk dozens 

of cows efficiently and to produce around 

34,000 gallons of milk for the marketplace per 

day, Cunningham managed to sustain his busi-

ness amid market volatility. 
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However, he said he did feel the economic 

stress due to the administration's trade policy 

since last year. 

The 12 months ending in September turned out 

to be one of the least profitable years for his 

farm in the past few years, according to Cun-

ningham. 

"Our current supply of dairy is burdensome on 

the market...we have a lot of cheese, butter as 

well as dried milk in warehouses that would 

generally be shipped out internationally," said 

the veteran dairy producer. 

He was worried that the price would be further 

dragged down if the stockpiles continue to ac-

cumulate. 

"The trade tension has definitely hurt the milk 

market, hurt the milk price and that translate 

into lower profits here at the dairy," he said. 

An estimated 2.3 billion dollars in revenue is 

calculated to have been lost during the first 

three months of 2019 because of tariffs that 

lowered milk prices, according to the U.S. Na-

tional Milk Producers Federation. 

The dairy industry, a hugely expensive opera-

tion ranging from lavish investment in purchas-

ing and raising cows to employing labors, is in-

creasingly export-dependent, said business in-

siders. 

The dairy industry also has significant impact on 

the nation's economy. Official data showed the 

dairy industry accounts for 1 percent of the U.S. 

GDP, generating an economic impact of 628 bil-

lion dollars. 

The industry has created nearly 3 million U.S. 

jobs that generated around 159 billion dollars in 

wages. 

Calling for an early settlement of the U.S.-China 

trade disputes, Cunningham underscored the 

importance of deepening collaboration be-

tween the world's top two economies. 

"We need China, we need that international 

market to make sure prices stay good and we're 

able to keep producing like we are," he said. 

So far, many individuals, organizations as well 

as business groups in the United States have 

voiced their concerns about the tariffs' ripple 

effects and yearn for a settlement. 

U.S. anti-tariff advocacy group Tariffs Hurt the 

Heartland warned that as the country's trade 

disputes with its trading partners persist, reper-

cussions will be felt by farmers, factory workers 

and everyday consumers nationwide. 

 

Dairy Queen Brings Grill & Chill to Grayson 
OCTOBER 22, 2019 

https://www.qsrmagazine.com/news/dairy-queen-brings-grill-chill-grayson 

merican Dairy Queen Corporation re-

cently announced its new DQ Grill & 

Chill restaurant opening in Grayson, 

Georgia. Conveniently situated at 2357 Logan-

ville Hwy, the restaurant is locally owned and 

operated. 

Striking the perfect balance between yesterday 

and today, the DQ Grill & Chill flagship concept 

modernizes guests’ dining experience by offer-

ing made-to-order lunch and dinner options, in-

cluding GrillBurgers™, Chicken Strip Baskets and 

delicious hot sandwiches. DQ fans can also en-

joy soft-serve favorites such as cones, sundaes 

and the signature Blizzard Treat. 

A welcoming environment for all, each DQ Grill 

& Chill location features a modern, open-air 
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grill, separate “Grill” and “Chill” sections, com-

fortable booths, large wooden tables, warm 

lighting and upbeat music. 

What began as the 10-cent sale of an unknown 

frozen treat in 1938 quickly boomed into one of 

the most well-known companies of all time. 

Maintaining its recipe for success throughout 

nearly 80 years, ADQ has more than 7,000 loca-

tions worldwide and is initiating a plan to add 

more than 70 new restaurants in the United 

States in 2019 

 

Agri-Mark sets limits on members’ milk production amid oversupply 
Oct 21 2019 | 

https://vtdigger.org/2019/10/21/agri-mark-sets-limits-on-members-milk-production-amid-oversupply/ 

 

truggling just above the break-even 

point, the Agri-Mark dairy cooperative, 

which has about 900 members in New 

York and New England, is instituting a supply 

management program on Jan. 1. 

Supply management is seen as one way to save 

the struggling dairy industry, which is rapidly 

losing farms after five years of low milk prices. 

In Vermont, the number of dairy farms has 

dropped 5 percent since January, from 700 to 

664. In 2011, the state had 996 dairy farms. 

The Andover, Mass.-based Agri-Mark operates 

milk processing plants in Springfield, Mass., 

Chateaugay, N.Y., Cabot and Middlebury. It 

markets more than 300 million gallons of milk 

for about 1,200 dairy farmers in New York and 

New England. The co-op outlined the supply 

management program – which was approved by 

its board – in a letter to its members Oct. 1. 

“The co-op profit is barely above the break-

even point as we have experienced significant 

losses on excess milk and the downturn in 

world trade, especially on whey products, con-

tinues to create losses in this area,” the co-op 

said in the letter. 

The co-op said that in September as the market 

for cheese grew, the market for butter shrank, 

reducing the co-op’s year-end profit forecast by 

$2 million. 

Agri-Mark’s program will allow its members to 

supply up to 2 million pounds of milk per year, 

broken up into monthly production amounts. 

There will be an average price deduction for any 

member who exceeds the monthly base that 

the individual farm has established.  

The idea of a supply management program is 

not popular with all farmers, especially the 

larger producers. In Canada, which has a supply 

management system in place, there are econo-

mists who call for it to be dismantled, saying 

that it artificially inflates prices for milk and 

other dairy products.  

But among many in the dairy community in the 

U.S., supply management is widely seen as part 

of the solution to the low milk prices that are 

putting farmers out of business. The Vermont 

Milk Commission in the last few years has sup-

ported a national supply management program. 
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“If you had a more balanced supply and de-

mand across the whole nation, the price would 

come into a range and stabilize,” said Diane 

Bothfeld, who runs the dairy program for the 

Vermont Agency of Agriculture. “That would be 

helpful for farmers.” 

The Agri-Mark program announced Oct. 1 is in-

ternal, but comes during a national discussion 

about supply management. Last fall, the coop-

erative weighed in on the broader debate about 

supply management at the annual meeting of 

the National Milk Producers Federation, said 

Agri-Mark spokesperson Doug DiMento. 

“It got a lot of discussion, but it ended up get-

ting shot down,” said DiMento, noting that the 

largest dairy-producing states, including Califor-

nia, Wisconsin, and Idaho, don’t want anyone to 

control production. 

“They’re fine with growing like crazy,” he said. 

The state’s other large dairy cooperative is the 

St. Albans Coop, which merged with the much 

larger Kansas-based Dairy Farmers of America 

last summer. DFA has not instituted any cooper-

ative-wide supply management programs, but 

in some regions, it does have a program similar 

to the one Agri-Mark approved, according to 

Brad Keating, senior vice president and chief 

operating officer of DFA’s northeast area.  

“As a cooperative, Dairy Farmers of America 

does not have limits on how much milk a mem-

ber can produce,” Keating said in a prepared 

statement. “In some regions or areas, particu-

larly when market dynamics are difficult, we 

have utilized various programs that allocate the 

cost of additional milk production to members 

that produce more milk.” 

 

Supply management is the only way that U.S. 

farmers can compete as international opera-

tions expand into the country and all farmers 

use technological advances to create larger 

dairy operations with lower margins, said 

farmer Eric Lyons of Toledo, Ohio, in Dairy Busi-

ness magazine. 

Lyons wrote that efforts to meet the oversupply 

challenge through more aggressive marketing 

of fluid milk overlooked the “new dairy reality” 

in which consumption of cheese, butter, sour 

cream, and yogurt is reaching record levels.  

“If you live in the real world, there is only one 

other way to avoid having to trust your liveli-

hood to traders, export marketers, retail food 

monopolies, or politicians’ foreign policy 

whims,” Lyons wrote of supply management. 

Agri-Mark members that have expansion pro-

jects underway as of Oct. 1 this year will be able 

to petition the Agri-Mark board to increase 

their base production amount above the 2 mil-

lion allowed under the supply management pro-

gram. 

“We need to maintain a solid financial position 

to keep our 5-year CoBank loan agreement 

which has very attractive rates and a great deal 

of borrowing flexibility” the co-op said in its let-

ter. 

In addition to branded products for Cabot 

Cheese and McCadam Cheese in Chateauguy, 

Agri-Mark also manufactures condensed blends 
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for ice cream and bakery items, bulk cheese, 

butter, non-fat milk powder and whey products. 

“They are trying to match up the milk lines of 

their own cooperative to the demands beyond 

their cheesemaking,” Bothfeld said. 

Milk prices have been falling for about 5 years 

now, although they rebounded slightly in the 

second half of 2019. The largest drop in dairy 

farms this year, nearly 15 percent, has been in 

Essex County, according to Bothfeld’s data. 

Chittenden and Washington counties have seen 

declines of nearly 11 and 10 percent respec-

tively. 

 

Feeding program to boost milk demand–PCC 
October 21, 2019 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2019/10/21/feeding-program-to-boost-milk-demand-pcc/ 

ocal dairy farmers must hike their out-

put and take advantage of the higher 

demand for milk due to the govern-

ment’s implementation of a national feeding 

program, according to the Philippine Carabao 

Center (PCC). 

PCC Executive Director Arnel del Barrio also said 

farmers now have a ready market for their 

product, particularly since funds have already 

been allocated for the feeding program. 

“There is a ready local market for milk, as there 

is already a budget for that. What we lack is 

enough supply of milk. We are seeking for your 

[dairy farmers] help not just to double but to 

triple your milk production. Help us collect, pro-

cess, and feed milk to Filipino children,” del Bar-

rio said in a statement. 

“The new law institutionalizing a national feed-

ing program for undernourished Filipino chil-

dren in public schools has created a higher de-

mand for locally produced milk, thus, providing 

livelihood opportunities for dairy farmers and 

boosting the local dairy industry,” he added. 

In June 2018, President Duterte signed Republic 

Act 11037, or the Masustansyang Pagkain para 

sa Batang Pilipino Act, that seeks to address un-

dernutrition among Filipino children in day-care 

centers, kindergarten and elementary. 

The law institutionalized a milk feeding pro-

gram, wherein fresh milk is one of the compo-

nents in the fortified meals and cycle menu for 

the children, according to the PCC, an attached 

agency of the Department of Agriculture. 

A provision of the law stipulated that 100 millili-

ter of locally produced fresh milk, in coordina-

tion with the PCC, National Dairy Authority 

(NDA) and Cooperative Development Authority 

(CDA), should be provided to undernourished 

children. 

“According to the Department of Social Welfare 

and Development [DSWD] and the Department 

of Education, we will need at least 600,000 li-

ters of milk daily to support the milk feeding 

program for undernourished children across the 

country. The DepEd has a budget of P1 billion 

for the feeding program this year,” said del Bar-

rio. 

“They [DSWD and DepEd] will even allocate a 

higher budget for the said program next year. 

Hence, dairy farmers are urged to gear up for 

this challenge and opportunity,” he added. 

Del Barrio said the PCC, NDA and CDA would 

hold a “massive” campaign across all municipal-

ities to convince farmers to increase milk pro-

duction and encourage more people to engage 

in “dairying.” 
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The country’s dairy output in January to June 

rose by 1.55 percent to 12,410 metric tons, 

from 12,220 MT recorded last year, data from 

the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) showed. 

“This was attributed to the increase in the in-

ventory of dairy animals, presence of more ani-

mals in the milk line and higher farm-gate prices 

offered by traders and processors,” the PSA 

said. 

County with only 1 dairy farm left could be lost 
Oct 20, 2019 at 2:01 AM 

https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20191020/county-with-only-1-dairy-farm-left-could-be-lost 

OWNVILLE — Megan Dobbins’ entire life 

was based around the family dairy farm. 

At its peak, Pine Lane Farm, now called 

Four M Farm, had 300 cows. Now that she no 

longer sees them every day, she said she feels 

empty. 

“It’s a sad, empty feeling to know that there’s 

no cow standing out here,” she said. “You can’t 

just walk out here and love on one because 

they’re gone and you’ve seen them out here 

your whole life. And they’re just gone.” 

Four M Farm in Townville was one of the last 

conventional, family-owned dairy farms in An-

derson County before it closed earlier this year 

after 46 years. The last milking day for the Dob-

bins family was April 3 and the cows were sold 

off later that week. 

In South Carolina, the number of dairy cows has 

continued to drop. At its peak, there were 

about 190,000 cows in 1945, according to Adam 

Kantrovich, associate professor of agribusiness 

at the Clemson University Cooperative Exten-

sion. 

As of July, there were 14,000, according to 

United States Department of Agriculture esti-

mates. 

Twenty years ago, there were 33 dairy farms in 

Anderson County, according to Kantrovich. By 

2012, only seven were still producing and selling 

milk. Now, there’s only one. 

Dobbins remembers the day they sold their 

dairy cows. 

“The morning the cows left, we loaded them up 

on potbelly trucks and you look at the cows 

you’ve raised from calves, and you think, ‘I hope 

she knows I tried. I hope she knows that,’” Dob-

bins said as her voice broke. 

Dobbins, 35, said she knew all the cows on the 

farm, but she had a favorite: a brown Swiss cow 

named Candy. 

“They were family,” Dobbins said, rolling up her 

left shirt sleeve to show a tattooed color por-

trait of Candy on the farm. Her right arm bears 

a tattoo of the farm itself. 

Experts at the Clemson University Cooperative 

Extension confirmed that Anderson County’s 

last known operating dairy farm is L.D. Peeler’s 

41-year-old Milky Way Farm in Starr. 

Milky Way Farm sells unpasteurized milk and 

also sells milk to the public, which is what sets it 

apart from the pasteurized milk once sold to a 

co-op by Four M. 

In other situations, being the only producer of 

something might be a positive thing, but Peeler 

said it’s the opposite. 

Because so many local dairies have gone out of 

business, so has the infrastructure needed to 

maintain them. 

He finds himself having to travel to other states 

to get the replacement parts he needs to keep 

his equipment running. 
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“As long as I’ve been in the dairy business, I 

have never, ever thought about exiting the busi-

ness, but it has crossed my mind now,” Peeler 

said. 

Peeler said he’s not making a profit at this 

point, but he’s able to make ends meet. His son 

runs the day-to-day operations of the farm and 

loves doing it, so Peeler keeps the farm going. 

The purchase price of milk peaked at $27.30 in 

2014 and then plummeted and hasn’t re-

bounded much since then, Kantrovich said. 

The popularity of nut milks has also played a 

role by causing the demand for cow’s milk to 

decrease. 

It costs $17 per cow per day to get 100 pounds 

of milk, Dobbins and Peeler both said. But a co-

op buyer would only pay $16 and $14 respec-

tively for the same amount. That doesn’t ac-

count for the other costs of keeping the farm 

running. 

And, statewide, milk production in 2018 

dropped to an annual average below what 

farmers would need to be financially sustaina-

ble, Kantrovich said. 

The average consumer probably won’t notice 

anything as small family farms die off, Kantro-

vich said. But it’s a life-altering shift for the 

farmer, whether they switch to another product 

or shut down the farm altogether. 

The decision to close the family farm or change 

the farm’s product is usually especially hard be-

cause these farms often go back several genera-

tions, Kantrovich said. 

“They usually do not want to be the last genera-

tion farming, they may feel as if they are letting 

down themselves, their family and previous 

generations,” he said. “They may feel as if they 

have somehow failed, but they have not. 

“Farming is a business, it is a family business, 

but it is also a way of life — a hard but good 

life.” 

There are still some animals living on the land at 

Four M Farm. Dobbins’ ideal outcome would be 

to turn the farm into an agritourism destination 

focused on educating people about farmers and 

their products. 

“For so many kids, you’ve taken away knowing 

where the food comes from,” she said. “We go 

to the grocery store and get it, but how does it 

get to the grocery store? 

“If you kill all the farmers off, where’s your food 

gonna come from? Do you want it to be all pro-

cessed and out of a plant?” 

She’s not sure if her dreams of agritourism can 

happen, but she doesn’t want to see her fam-

ily’s land sold off. 

“With it being so close to the interstate, some-

body could come and try to develop it,” she 

said. “You just never know. I would hate to see 

it all leveled out and be a strip mall.” 

China dairy output surges 50 pct over past decade 
2019-10-20 13:40:23 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/20/c_138487457.htm 

EIJING, Oct. 20 (Xinhua) -- China's dairy 

output surged almost 50 percent over 

the past decade, according to the coun-

try's market watchdog. 

Dairy production stood at 26.87 million tonnes 

in 2018, and per capita consumption reached 

34.3 kg, according to the State Administration 

for Market Regulation. 

B 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/20/c_138487457.htm


The quality of dairy products has improved over 

the past few years, with the rate of products 

failing to meet standards falling to 0.3 percent 

in 2018, down from 1.6 percent in 2014. 

Chinese authorities have taken a string of 

measures to ensure milk product quality, in-

cluding improving regulations and industry 

standards and tightening supervision. 

Spot checks are conducted every month, and 

results are also announced monthly. 

China has a total of 762 dairy manufacturers, 

according to official data 

 

Four E Dairy hosts a-maize-ing variety of products, agritourism 
Oct 19, 2019 

https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/agriculture/four-e-dairy-hosts-a-maize-ing-variety-of-products/arti-

cle_1cef660a-e611-11e9-a997-133d4c49095f.html 

OULTON — Evelyn Chaloupka knew 

she’d have to do something about 

her dairy operation when one of the 

worst droughts on record hit South Texas in 

2007. 

“When all the low prices hit, we said it’s not go-

ing to work,” said Chaloupka, a co-owner of 

Four E Dairy in Moulton. 

The answer to her troubles came quickly, when 

she soon read in Electric Co-op Magazine about 

a corn maze in Hondo. The operation is a mem-

ber of The MAiZE, Inc., the world’s largest corn-

field maze consulting and design company, 

which has over 280 maze locations across the 

world. 

That summer, several members of the 

Chaloupka family became members of The 

MAiZE and formed Rocky Creek Maze. She 

planted 8 acres of corn to be used for a web of 

intersecting paths that fall. 

“The maze has helped the dairy,” Chaloupka 

said. “In the years after we started the maze, 

we were making zero on the dairy.” 

Chaloupka said Rocky Creek Maze, which now 

accounts for about a quarter of the Chaloupka 

family operation’s net income, helped save the 

farm from the fate of others in the county. 

Elyse Chaloupka said drought and low milk 

prices in the 2000s knocked out the county’s 

few remaining dairy farms. She remembers 

more than 20 dairy farms in Lavaca County in 

the 1970s. 

But, because milk flows through the Chaloupka 

family veins, Chaloupka said she knew the farm 

would find a way to return to dairy. 

In 2009, Four E Dairy became one of about 50 

Grade A raw milk farms in Texas. 

In addition to the benefits of diversifying her 

business, Evelyn Chaloupka said she likes pro-

ducing raw milk because of what it’s taught her. 

“We learned a lot about good health and how 

you live,” Chaloupka said. 

Four E Dairy’s operation now sells a variety of 

dairy products at its gift shop, including raw 

milk, raw cream and raw cheese. Four E Dairy 

also farms about 350 acres of grain. 

The annual agritourism business, which revolves 

around the maze, has expanded to include a 

haunted trail, a kettlecorn station and a petting 

zoo. 

The original Chaloupka dairy was started in 

1947 by Ernest and Marcella Chaloupka, who 

had only two or three cows. Two of their sons, 
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Erwin and Gene Chaloupka, took over in the 

1970s. 

Today, more than 300 cows are milked twice a 

day. 

“It was started by my father-in-law,” Chaloupka 

said of the dairy operation. “Our two sons are 

running it now, we feel really, really lucky to 

have them. There are a lot of families that don’t 

have their kids come back.” 

Elyse and Gene Chaloupka’s sons, Chad and 

Scott, began working at the ranch in 1999 and 

2015, respectively. 

For Chad, who earned a degree in dairy science 

at Texas A&M University, returning to the ranch 

was always part of the plan. 

“I’ve always done this,” Chad said. “I just like 

being outdoors.” 

Scott Chaloupka and his wife, Kim, came to the 

ranch more recently in 2015. Kim Chaloupka 

plans to take over her 70-year-old mother-in-

law’s role as operation manager when Elyse 

Chaloupka retires. 

The two brothers are also preparing a fourth 

generation to steer the dairy operation in the 

future. 

Chad Chaloupka said his 11-year-old son already 

follows him into work, and is even on the Four E 

Dairy payroll. 

“He likes his paycheck,” Chaloupka said. 

 

Class III Milk Pricing and Its Impact on Farm Income 
Oct 18, 2019 

https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/class-iii-milk-pricing-and-its-impact-on-farm-income/arti-

cle_f4722e62-edf3-5674-ac9b-829435252537.html 

revious articles in this series have noted 

that milk prices are based on end-prod-

uct formulas and reported prices for 

commodities, specifically butter, cheddar 

cheese and dry milk powder. 

These formulas were developed many years ago 

and have remained unchanged. 

Recently, in a meeting with U.S. Congressman 

Fred Keller from Pennsylvania’s 12th District, 

the PA Milk Marketing Board (PMMB) asked 

him to investigate whether the formulas need 

to be revised. 

Class III milk prices figure greatly in the price 

paid to farmers for their milk. Remember, Class 

III milk end-use is hard cheese and whey. 

Each month, manufacturers report both price 

and volume data for 40-pound blocks and 500-

pound barrels of cheese. Prior to 2017, block 

cheese and barrel cheese market prices were 

close, usually no more than $0.01 per pound 

apart. 

Since 2017 there has been an increase in barrel 

cheese production and an increase in demand 

for the whey protein made from barrel cheese, 

which has led to a wide price difference be-

tween block cheese and barrel cheese prices. 

Also since 2017, that difference in price has 

jumped from $0.01 per pound to an average of 

$0.10 per pound, reaching a high of $0.22 per 

pound in Oct. 2018, and climbing to $0.27 as of 

Sept. 30 of this year. This price difference has 

cost American dairy farmers about $600 million 

in farm revenue in the past two and a half 

years. 

There are two main factors that have caused 

the current block-barrel spread. First, growing 

milk supplies have often led to excess milk be-

ing dumped or sold at a discount; some has 
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been diverted to barrel cheese production, in-

creasing those supplies and lowering prices. 

Second, cheese exports (blocks) have increased 

considerably while there has been a corre-

sponding decrease in the demand for processed 

cheeses, i.e. American cheese (barrels). 

According to Farm Bureau, Class III prices would 

be as much as $0.75 to $1 per hundredweight 

higher in some months if they were based solely 

on blocks. In fact, the average change in Class III 

milk prices since 2017 would have been $0.23 

per hundredweight. 

The end-product pricing formulas are working 

exactly as intended and as designed and it is not 

likely that the creators anticipated the current 

block-barrel price spread. It does exist, how-

ever, and that is why PMMB is promoting a fed-

eral review to see if pricing formulas can be 

brought more in line with current and antici-

pated market trends. 

 

“Misbranding” called for not listing milk on recalled chicken pie and meatloaf products 
October 18, 2019 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2019/10/misbranding-called-for-not-listing-milk-on-recalled-chicken-pie-and-

meatloaf-products/ 

awMaw’s Chicken Pies, located in 

Kernersville, NC,  is recalling an un-

determined amount of chicken pie 

and meatloaf products due to misbranding and 

undeclared allergens, according to the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture’s Food Safety and In-

spection Service (FSIS). 

The products contain milk and soy, known aller-

gens, which are not declared on the product la-

bel. 

The not-ready-to-eat chicken pie and meatloaf 

items were produced between Sept. 17, 2019, 

to Oct. 16, 2019. The products have a one-year 

shelf life. The following products are subject to 

recall: 

10-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies NO VEGGIES” with ex-

piration dates ranging from 9/17/19 to 

10/16/20. 

10-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies WITH VEGGIES” with 

expiration dates ranging from 9/17/19 to 

10/16/20. 

10-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies NO VEGGIES MAW-

MAW’S KICKIN’ CHICKEN” with expiration dates 

ranging from 9/17/19 to 10/16/20. 

33-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies NO VEGGIES” with ex-

piration dates ranging from 9/17/19 to 

10/16/20. 

33-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies WITH VEGGIES” with 

expiration dates ranging from 9/17/19 to 

10/16/20. 

33-oz. shrink-wrapped packages containing 

“MawMaw’s Chicken Pies NO VEGGIES MAW-

MAW’S KICKIN’ CHICKEN” with expiration dates 

ranging from 9/17/19 to 10/16/20. 

1-lb. shrink wrapped, an n aluminum tray con-

taining “MawMaw’s Meatloaf” with expiration 

dates ranging from 9/17/19 to 10/16/20. 

The recalled products bear establishment num-

ber “EST. 46456” inside the USDA mark of in-

spection. The chicken pie and meatloaf were 

shipped to retail locations in North Carolina. 
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The labeling mistakes were discovered by FSIS 

inspectors during routine verification activities. 

There have been no confirmed reports of ad-

verse reactions due to consumption of these 

products. Anyone concerned about an injury or 

illness should contact a healthcare provider. 

FSIS is concerned that some product may be 

frozen and in consumers’ refrigerators or freez-

ers or both. Consumers who have purchased 

these products are urged not to consume them. 

These products should be thrown away or re-

turned to the place of purchase. 

FSIS routinely conducts recall effectiveness 

checks to verify that recalling firms are notifying 

their customers of the recall and that actions 

are being taken to make certain that the prod-

uct is no longer available to consumers. When 

available, the retail distribution list(s) will be 

posted on the FSIS website. 

 

Milk blending in: Societal changes impact sales 
Oct 17, 2019 

http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/news/milk-blending-in-societal-changes-impact-sales/article_1e4b94b2-f109-

11e9-9772-1f6d459ac481.html 

ADISON, Wis. — A variety of factors 

impact the amount of milk U.S. con-

sumers are drinking today. 

“Milk is consumed in 94% of the houses in the 

U.S.,” said Paul Ziemnisky, Dairy Management 

Inc.’s Global Innovation Partnerships executive 

vice president. “That’s 117 million households, 

so despite all the innovation launched over the 

last four years, we still have a significant foot-

print.” 

Of the consumers that purchase milk, Ziemnisky 

said, 65 million households purchase 33 gallons 

of milk per year. 

“Another 52 million households buy 29 million 

gallons of milk, but they’re buying five gallons 

of alternative product,” he said during an edu-

cational seminar at the World Dairy Expo. 

“These households are explorers that want new 

flavors and new benefits, so we have to get it to 

them to keep milk relevant.” 

About 4 million households buy plant-based 

beverages exclusively, Ziemnisky said. 

“That’s not our competition,” he said. 

Ziemnisky highlighted several factors that are 

impacting the sale of milk, including societal 

changes. 

“Seventy percent of households in the U.S. 

don’t have kids, and people are having kids 

later,” he noted. “For some households, a gal-

lon of milk is not relevant. They need different 

forms.” 

In addition, many families have changing break-

fast behaviors. 

“Consumers aren’t sitting down eating break-

fast, so the decline of cereal consumption has 

driven 25% of milk’s decline,” Ziemnisky said. 

“People are eating breakfast sandwiches on the 

go, and our cheese business is growing because 

of that.” 

DMI has a partnership with McDonald’s that 

helped the company re-launch the McCafé busi-

ness. 

“Our fluid milk sales are growing in that chan-

nel,” Ziemnisky said. “But it hurts us because 

they’re not at home having milk with cereal.” 

The consumption of bottled water and coffee 

are impacting the sales of milk. 
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“People are paying $30 to $50 per gallon for 

premium water and for coffee beverages — 

$3.99 for eight to 10 ounces,” Ziemnisky said. 

“So, there’s a lot of opportunity for premiumi-

zation of milk.” 

During the last decade, he said, flavor and car-

bonization has driven the growth of water. 

“For coffee it’s portability or ready to drink cof-

fee,” he said. “So, it’s grab-and-go coffee.” 

Healthy Living 

“Today’s consumers are focused on living a ho-

listic lifestyle,” said Kristiana Alexander, Dairy 

Management Inc.’s Global Innovation Partner-

ships director, who also spoke during the semi-

nar. 

“That is a lifestyle that emphasizes a connection 

of your mind, your body and the planet,” Alex-

ander said. “It’s about what’s good for me and 

my family, for my community and ultimately the 

earth.” 

Alexander said DMI is focusing on three areas of 

innovation for dairy products — peak perfor-

mance, sensorial experiences and responsible 

consumption. 

“Because people are focused on a holistic life-

style, these are not mutually exclusive,” she 

said. “So, many products are being launched 

that tap into multiple consumer needs and mul-

tiple trends.” 

For peak performance, Alexander said, this 

means health no longer is the opposite of ill-

ness. 

“It is an endless journey towards optimization,” 

she said. “It includes basic nutrition, enhanced 

nutrition, gut and brain health and energy.” 

Protein is a fixture in diets. 

“Year after year, consumers are looking to get 

more protein in their diet,” Alexander said. 

“Sugar today is the enemy and people are look-

ing to consume less sugar,” she said. “One area 

that gets the green light is when sugar comes 

from natural sources like products that are 

sweetened with ingredients like honey, maple 

or dates.”

Too much milk: Two nations’ travails with dairy policy 
October 16, 2019 

https://www.csmonitor.com/Business/2019/1016/Too-much-milk-Two-nations-travails-with-dairy-policy 

tanding in her barn outside Cambridge, 

Wisconsin, surrounded by cows with tags 

in their ears, Tina Hinchley is growing op-

timistic that the five-year crisis in America’s 

dairy industry is coming to an end. 

“We are not out of the woods yet,” she says. 

But “I see blue skies.” 

Five hundred miles east, in London, Ontario, 

clouds of doubt are beginning to form for Cana-

dian dairyman Tommy Faulkner. He and many 

other dairy farmers worry that three trade deals 

to open up market access across Canada will 

flood the nation's carefully balanced milk supply 

and send prices plunging.  

“I don’t think anybody knows [the true impact]. 

But the impact is not going to be minimal,” he 

says. “Our government did not think this out. 

They didn’t plan it. They reacted to interna-

tional pressure.” 

The diverging outlook on dairy in the United 

States and Canada illustrate the powerful role 

international trade plays in agriculture. It re-

shapes industries, concentrates production in 

fewer and bigger farms. And there are winners 
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and losers no matter whether nations embrace 

trade, as the U.S. has, or try to protect them-

selves from it, as Canada has. 

Trade also makes agriculture more volatile. 

Nine months ago, it was the U.S. dairy industry 

that was gripped with pessimism in the face of 

an unprecedented five-year decline in milk 

prices. Now, it’s the Canadians who are wor-

ried. 

“I don’t think that Canada’s model is sustaina-

ble,” says Sylvain Charlebois, scientific director 

of the Agri-Food Analytics Lab at Dalhousie Uni-

versity in Halifax. “We are in much worse shape 

than in the U.S. I think we just don’t know it 

yet.” 

More milk ... and more trade 

For both nations, the challenge is too much 

milk. Every year, thanks to better feed and 

other advances, the average dairy cow pro-

duces a little more milk – often more than the 

annual rise in per capita consumption of milk, 

cheese, and other dairy products. So in 1972, 

Canada put in place a supply management sys-

tem that limits the production of milk to domes-

tic consumption levels as a way to keep prices 

stable for farmers. 

It means Canadians, by many measures, pay 

more for milk than Americans do. The system 

also requires keeping foreign dairy products 

out, including American ones. President Donald 

Trump railed against Canadian tariffs that 

reached as high as 270% on some products and 

scored a victory, at least symbolically, by gain-

ing 4% access to Canada’s dairy market as part 

of a pending U.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement. 

For Canadians, that came on the heels of two 

other trade deals – the Comprehensive Eco-

nomic and Trade Agreement with Europe and 

the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 

for Trans-Pacific Partnership with Pacific Rim 

countries – that also opened up Canadian dairy. 

The Dairy Farmers of Canada estimates that 

market access represents an annual loss of the 

equivalent to 8.4% of the country’s milk produc-

tion. “Adding these concessions to the access 

already granted under the WTO [World Trade 

Organization], it is estimated that by 2024, 

nearly 20% of domestic demand for dairy prod-

ucts will be met by imports,” the group said in a 

press release in August.  

That would mean Canadian farmers either cut 

back production or exit the business altogether. 

That exodus has been going on for decades. 

Even with supply management, Dr. Charlebois 

points out, dairy farm numbers have plunged 

from 45,000 in 1972 to some 10,000 today – a 

whopping loss of more than 3 of every 4 dairy 

farmers in less than 50 years. 

The decline has been even more severe in the 

U.S. – more than 9 in 10 have disappeared. 

Here in Cambridge, Ms. Hinchley is one of the 

survivors. Even during the downturn, she and 

her husband, Duane, expanded their herd so 

they could justify four robotic milkers. Now, in-

stead of her milking nine hours a day with two 

hired hands, the cows line up to get themselves 

milked (they get a treat when they do) with just 

one overseer. 

The downturn itself was unprecedented for its 

length.  

U.S. dairy farmers were used to price slumps 

lasting one or two years, and managed their op-

erations so they would be financially prepared 

for it, says Mark Stephenson, director of the 

Center for Dairy Profitability at the University of 

Wisconsin in Madison. Instead, milk prices fell 

for five years straight. “We haven’t had that 

kind of persistent slump,” he says. 

The genesis of the change started in the early 

2000s, when Congress moved the dairy industry 

away from strict and expensive supply controls, 

where the government would buy excess 
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cheese and other dairy products to keep prices 

stable. Instead, the government began paying 

farmers only if milk prices fell below a specific 

level. The prices were low enough that U.S. 

dairy products became competitive with other 

nations’. And exports began to soar, particularly 

to Asia and Latin America. 

The dairy industry boomed and expanded to 

meet that growing international demand. And 

the beauty of the system was that the prices 

paid by foreign nations were generally higher 

than what the U.S. government used to pay to 

buy up excess cheese, points out Peter Vital-

iano, chief economist of the National Milk Pro-

ducers Federation in Arlington, Virginia.  

Weathering the storm 

But after 2014, for a variety of economic and 

political factors, export markets stopped grow-

ing, the dairy surplus reappeared, and milk 

prices began to fall year after year. 

Very large dairy farms, typically the most effi-

cient operations, weathered the storm. In the 

upper Midwest, home to many smaller farms, 

the blow was much harder. In a single year, 

Wisconsin lost 10% of its dairy farms, more than 

twice the usual rate, says Mr. Stephenson of the 

University of Wisconsin. In Michigan, the drop 

was 13%. 

That turmoil has revived calls for supply con-

trols. For Canadians, peeking across the border, 

the need is obvious.  

“It’s crazy what America has. Their system is not 

the answer,” says Mr. Faulkner, the Canadian 

farmer who works at London Dairy Farms, a 

large 1,200-cow operation his son owns. “The 

rate of bankruptcy in the U.S. has never been 

higher, ever in history. ... How does that benefit 

anybody? How do you take the country with the 

strongest agricultural production base in the 

world and then when you look into it, it’s with 

people who are barely hanging on with crazy 

amounts of stress in their lives?” 

Few, if any, U.S. producers want something as 

strict as the Canadian system, Mr. Stephenson 

says. But a proposal that dairy farmers who ex-

pand their herd pay a surcharge for the extra 

milk they produce has gained some adherents. 

“I think supply management is important,” says 

Ms. Hinchley here in Cambridge. “I have a prob-

lem with farmers who think milking 10,000 

cows in one location is a good thing.” 

 

She’s a member of the Farmers Union, a mem-

ber organization that has long advocated for 

supply controls.  

But with the outlook for the industry brighten-

ing, the pressure for reform may well lessen. 

We haven’t been involved in any efforts,” says 

John Newton, chief economist with the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation in Washington.  

“It’s very difficult to believe that the United 

States Congress is going to enact, basically, a 

supply management program for dairy,” says 

Mr. Vitaliano of the National Milk Producers 

Federation. “There’s a lot of dairy farmers that 

are not supportive.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Vinamilk impresses Chinese consumers with a wide range of high-quality dairy products 
Oct 16, 2019, 22:45 ET 
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quality-dairy-products-300940182.html 

HANGSHA, China, Oct. 16, 2019 

/PRNewswire/ -- On September 21, 

2019, Vietnam Dairy Products Joint 

Stock Company (Vinamilk) - one of the world's 

50 largest dairy companies - has officially local-

ized its brand into Chinese -- called "Yuena-

miao" - to effectively target Chinese consumers. 

Featuring the theme "Choose nature - 

Choose Yuenamiao", Vinamilk has made a good 

impression with nutritious products that meet 

international and China's quality standard. 

"Vinamilk is committed to provide high qual-

ity source of nutrition for millions of families, 

especially children. Our products are exported 

to more than 50 countries, including Japan, the 

United States, and Australia. In China, Vinamilk 

is keen to establish a trusted relationship with 

Chinese consumers and partners by increasing 

their understanding of our international stand-

ardized production process from dairy farms to 

processing plants.", said Nguyen Quoc Khanh, 

Executive Director, Research and Development 

of Vinamilk. 

High Quality Nutritious Products 

All Vinamilk products comply with international 

standards and fulfill all requirements as regu-

lated by Chinese laws. In 2018, the People's Re-

public of China's General Administration of Cus-

toms has conducted several visits to in-

spect Vinamilk factories and farms. These visits 

have allowed Chinese authorities to learn more 

about the production process and assess the fa-

cilities' production capacity, quality and regula-

tion compliance in preparation for exports 

to China. 

Easily Accessible Brand 

To create the most convenient shopping experi-

ence for Chinese consumers, Vinamilk has es-

tablished its own stores on e-commerce sites 

such as Tmall (Alibaba), and is working with 

other major e-commerce sites such as Daily 

Fresh, Lucky and Fresh in Hubei.  

Vinamilk has been introducing its products to 

Chinese consumers since 2018. The products 

can now be found throughout China includ-

ing Guangdong, Guangxi and Hunan prov-

inces. Vinamilk is also available in large-scale su-

permarket and hypermarkets such as Alibaba's 

Hema, Tianhong, Xiangjiang Baihuo, Haorunjia, 

and Huimiba. In August this year, Vinamilk's 

products were also displayed on the shelves of 

Dennis Department Store, the largest supermar-

ket chain in Henan province. 

Chinese consumers can now enjoy delicious and 

high-quality products which were customized to 

their taste and preferences. This includes a new 

line of exotic tropical fruit yogurt (passion fruit, 

durian, mango and jackfruit); six variants of pro-

biotics yogurt drinks; premium plant-based 

products such as soymilk and rice milk; fruit 

juice and ready-to-drink milk coffee. In the near 

future, more "Yuenamiao" dairy products will 

be introduced to the market including A2 milk, 

organic milk and condensed dairy products. 

In 2019, Vinamilk was included in Forbes Asia's 

200 Best Over A Billion and Nikkei's Top 50 

Listed Companies in Asia. The company cur-

rently has 13 factories in Vietnam and one each 

in the U.S., New Zealand and Cambodia as well 

as 12 farms in Vietnam which certified the larg-

est Global G.A.P farming system in Asia and 1 

organic farm complex in Laos with an expected 

scale up to 100,000 cows.
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